
2013 Annual Meeting

Wednesday, November 20, 2013

12:00 PM - 1:45 PM
International Ballroom South

DARK INFLUENCE: DOUBT, UNCERTAINTY AND THE PUBLIC
Chair: Patricia Spyer PhD, Leiden University
Organizer: Andrew Alan Johnson, Yale-NUS College
Organizer: Daena A Funahashi, Columbia University
Discussant: Hoon Song, University of Minnesota

12:15 PM
An Ethos of Violence: Mandale terror and Revolution in Postcolonial Political Community

Sepideh Bajracharya, Lewis and Clark College

This paper examines popular revolution and violence as what Foucault in his journalistic writings about the
Iranian Revolution (1978) called an ethos rather than an event of the political. In particular, it investigates
how rumors and crowds—discursive, physical, social formations associated with popular resistance and
revolution—invoke an understanding and public expression of violence as a pending, rather than always-
already deliberated aspect of late postcolonial political community. The ethnographic focus of the paper is the
term mandale (king's vigilante), and how it conjures a rumor- and crowd-reminiscent public ethic of violence
and the political in conflict and post-conflict urban Nepal. Mandale recalls the reviled and feared undercover
police corps that ran the terror regime of Nepal's monarchy during the 80s. It also, however, refers to
counter-regime acts of revolutionary justice such as lynching carried out against suspected members of this
corps in the weeks preceding and following the 1990 Democracy Movement. More than a decade later,
mandale continues to provoke a spatial and temporal public ethos of pending communal terror and justice as
a condition of late postcolonial political community.
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Wednesday, November 20, 2013

12:00 PM - 3:45 PM
Continental C

MIGRANTS, PILGRIMS, AND REFUGEES: DESTABILIZING TROPES OF TRANSNATIONAL 'MOBILITY'
Chair: Lesley Rose Turnbull, Cornell University
Organizer: Lesley Rose Turnbull, Cornell University
Discussant: Vida Bajc, Methodist University

12:15 PM
Remobilization Amid Regimes of Immobility: Driving Undocumented in a Time of Intensified Immigrant
Policing

Angela Stuesse, University of South Florida
Mathew Coleman, The Ohio State University

Non-border policing has become a mainstay of U.S. immigration enforcement in the new millenium. Since
2012 the authors have been exploring the genesis, mechanics, and effects of the 287(g) and Secure
Communities programs in Atlanta, Georgia, experimental federal initiatives that give non-federal law
enforcement agencies the power to detain an individual on federal immigration charges. As a result of these
policies, driving has become an increasingly risky practice for undocumented immigrants, who face the likely
prospect of being pulled over by 287(g) and/or Secure Communities agencies during “routine” traffic stops or
at temporary checkpoints and asked for their immigration status. This has resulted in a climate of terror, in
which immigrants live in fear that they may be separated from their families every time get behind the wheel.
As a result, many undocumented immigrants have significantly curtailed their use of automobiles to move
around the city. At the same time, these policies have engendered creative practices of re-mobilization and
movement-building among communities seeking ways to survive, resist, and contest heightened immigrant
policing. Drawing upon twelve months of ethnographic fieldwork, this paper argues that immigration
enforcement at the site of undocumented migrants' “automobility” is negatively impacting immigrant-based
economies, social reproduction practices, and social cohesion, at the same time it has generated a more
creative and strategic assessment of when, where, and how to drive, and for what purposes, as well as
innovative forms of community and political mobilization in response.
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Wednesday, November 20, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Conference Room 4D

THE ENDS OF SOVEREIGNTY: IMPOSSIBLE STATES AND STATES OF POSSIBILITY IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE
Chair: Gregory Starrett, University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Organizer: Assaf Harel, Rutgers University
Organizer: Joyce Dalsheim, University of North Carolina
Discussant: Assaf Harel, Rutgers University

4:00 PM
Inappropriate Acts: Policing of Settlers and Construction of Sovereignty in the Occupied Palestinian Territories

Eilat Maoz, University of Chicago

This paper uses police as an analytical tool to fathom the complex and dynamic relations between settlers
and the colonial state. Focusing on the policing of Jewish settlers in the occupied Palestinian territories in the
post 1994 Oslo Accords era, the paper surveys two facets of policing: that which is directed at managing
settler violence against Palestinians and that which is directed at managing the lives of the settlers
themselves. In the liminal space of the colonial frontier, I argue, settlers perform a quasi-sovereign act: They
establish sovereign right through extraterritorial and extrajudicial violence and expropriation of land. In the
attempt to police them the state appears as a legitimate source of sovereignty and legal order. However,
because sovereignty in occupied territories is not fully determined, this ongoing play of constitutive violence
and preservative violence turns into a dynamic mechanism for the construction of sovereignty through its
unavoidable lapses. The quotidian forms of policing settlers, further explicate the relationship between
sovereignty and governmentally. Since the colonial project requires the construction of the settler as a
sovereign, governmentality fails to free sovereignty from its teleology, that is, from the declaration of
sovereignty itself as its final and ultimate goal. Instead of replacing sovereignty or persisting alongside it,
governmentality thus becomes part and parcel of the incessant fabrication of sovereignty itself.
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Wednesday, November 20, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Conference Room 5I

VISUAL ETHNOGRAPHIES AND DEFINED EXPERIENCES

4:15 PM
Doing Ethnographic Film in Occupy Oakland: An Analysis of Hegemony Through Police Brutality and Mass
Media Discourse

Carlos M Bazua, University of California Merced

Based on my experience as an ethnographer in Oakland during the Occupy movement, I analyze the State's
use of hegemony to downplay the resistance movement. Through this ethnographic film and paper, I explain
how the mass media and the police forces respond to corporate America's economic interest. I analyze how
the movement was misrepresented by mass media through the use of lies and deception. Through continuous
deception and misinformation over the main outlets of communication, the hegemonic powers were able to
obtain public consent to violently repress peaceful protestors with police brutality. The state repression is
evidence of the hypocritical moral discourse of American international policy- as they use the pretext to
invade or embargo other countries on the basis of human rights violations. Through this paper, I intend to
show this double-faced moral discourse by pointing out how the United violently repress its own dissidents.
As an ethnographer working on the Maya Diaspora in Oakland, I was able to witness and analyze the ways in
which US demonstrators were brutally attacked by the Oakland police on several occasions and how the mass
media barefacedly lied about the events. Hence, this paper is an analysis of hegemony through the
exploration of how the United States utilizes police brutality and mass media discourse to represses political
dissent. This ethnographic film becomes a tool for documenting human rights abuses and offers evidence of
police brutality against peaceful protestors.
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Wednesday, November 20, 2013

8:00 PM - 9:45 PM
Grand Tradition

LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD: REFLECTIONS ON PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT IN THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF
ALCOHOL, DRUGS, AND TOBACCO
Chair: Roland S Moore, Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation
Organizer: Shana Harris, National Development and Research Institutes
Organizer: Tazin R Karim, Michigan State University
Roundtable Presenter: William C Garriott III, Drake University
Roundtable Presenter: Helena B Hansen, Nathan Kline Institute for Psychiatric Research
Roundtable Presenter: Daniel H Lende, University of South Florida
Roundtable Presenter: Mark Nichter, Univ of Arizona
Roundtable Presenter: John B Page, University of Miami

Public engagement has been central to the development of the anthropology of alcohol, drugs, and tobacco (ADT).
Anthropologists of ADT have consistently contributed to projects, collaborations, and conversations marked by this type
of commitment. Public engagement, however, has taken many shapes and held various meanings for anthropologists of
ADT. For some, public engagement translates to “applied,” “public,” or “engaged” anthropology, including research on
harm reduction, addiction services, and the tobacco industry. For others, it means engaging the public on issues of
concern regarding ADT, such as the legalization of marijuana and the abuse of prescription pharmaceuticals. For still
others, it denotes how anthropologists can affect the ways in which the media, governments, and other non-academic
bodies understand and portray drug trends, behaviors, and policies to broad audiences. As a result, public engagement
has yet to acquire a clear, unified definition within the anthropology of ADT. Moreover, the oft-coupled yet distinct
concepts of “the public” and “engagement” have received little consideration despite their importance to the field and
their shifting position within it. This roundtable gives these multivalent concepts their due analytic attention by
exploring their significance and operationalization within the anthropology of ADT. It brings together scholars whose
work addresses and intersects with these concepts in multiple — and sometimes contradictory — ways. Panelists will
discuss their previous projects, current engagements, and future research agendas in order to reflect on the role of
“the public” and “engagement” in the past, present, and future of the anthropology of ADT. With Roland Moore serving
as moderator, the roundtable consists of William Garriott, Helena Hansen, Daniel Lende, J. Bryan Page, and Mark
Nichter. The expertise of the panelists and moderator ranges both topically and geographically, providing rich fodder for
conversation. Garriott researches addiction, political discourse, policing, and methamphetamine use in the rural United
States. Hansen studies pharmaceuticals, race, addiction treatment, and faith healing in Latin America and the United
States. Lende examines neuroanthropology, behavioral health interventions, and drug use in Colombia. Nichter works
in both community and clinical settings to study risk, harm reduction, and tobacco use and cessation. Page addresses
HIV/AIDS, drug use among immigrant populations, and drug prevention efforts aimed at Haitian and other minority
youth. Moore analyzes tobacco policy in California, employment and drug use, and the prevention of underage drinking
on Native American reservations. While addressing the specific themes of ADT, this roundtable speaks to scholars
working in the broader field of medical anthropology. In recent years, the field has seen a marked increase in socially
relevant and politically engaged scholarship. Now more than ever, medical anthropologists are consciously addressing
real life problems and issues through their writing, speaking, and social activism and advocacy. Many, particularly
junior scholars, search for ways to reach beyond the academy to engage the public and exact social, political, and
intellectual change. This roundtable serves as a forum from which to discuss the ways in which we can shape our
relationship with the public and our place within the public in the future.
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Wednesday, November 20, 2013

8:00 PM - 9:45 PM
Conference Room 4K

SACRIFICE AND THE STATE: THE POLITICAL NATURE AND FUNCTION OF DEATH.
Chair: Simon James May, University of Chicago
Organizer: Simon James May, University of Chicago

8:45 PM
The Sacrifices of Neoliberal Penality:  Haitian "Criminal Aliens" and the Juridico-Ethical Landscape of
Deportation

Jeffrey S Kahn, Academy Scholars Program, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard University

1996 was a watershed moment both for the U.S. deportation regime and Haiti's policy towards those
members of its Diaspora expelled from abroad. In the United States, the 1996 immigration reforms
dramatically increased the number of criminal offenses for which noncitizens could be removed from the
country, and in Haiti, officials established a policy of administrative quarantine for the confinement of Haitians
banished from the United States after being convicted of certain “dangerous” crimes. Marked by both
sovereigns as pathologically criminal, many of these Haitians found themselves ensnared in the nightmare of,
first, the U.S. immigration detention apparatus, and, second, the Haitian prison system. This paper examines
the legal efforts to tame, through law, this sovereign power to expel for a particular subset of these Haitian
deportees—i.e., those for whom confinement within the harsh conditions of Haitian prisons and jails would be
a near certain death sentence. What emerged from these cases was a doctrine of “letting die,” within which
longstanding juridical notions of intentionality and territoriality combined to legitimate expulsions of a certain
kind, even when their outcome was the death of the banished subject. Teasing out the latent, spatially-
regimented ethics produced by the combination of neoliberal penality and immigration policing, this paper
seeks to grapple with the forms of authorized sacrifice that characterize the extremes of the U.S. deportation
regime and their role in projects to manage a “desired composition” of the nation (Ngai 2004: 5).
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Wednesday, November 20, 2013

8:00 PM - 9:45 PM
Conference Room 4G

THE NEW SPECTACLE: POLITICS, ENTERTAINMENT, AND CIVILIZING MISSIONS
Chair: Suncem Kocer, Kadir Has University
Organizer: Levent Soysal, Kadir Has University

8:45 PM
Policing the Football Spectacle: Sports, Entertainment, and Law in Turkey

Yagmur Nuhrat, Brown University

Football (soccer) matches in Turkey witness multiple performances which altogether constitute football as a
spectacle. Besides the sporting performance, there are at least two other components to include. First, fan
support in scripted and spontaneous choreography amounts to colorful and loud displays of partisanship,
reminiscent of “ultra” supporter groups in Europe. Second, Turkish football frequently witnesses rival fan
clashes and skirmishes between fans and police. Amidst record-breaking decibels of fan cheering and
wholehearted passion, there also lingers stinging pepper gas and the blinding smoke of lit flares. It is the
conjoining of the conflicting components of the spectacle that identify football as a compound site of
entertainment and (inter)national politics. This paper aims to detail the nuances of how the elements of
football interact focusing on the interests of the parties involved: fan groups, football's administrators,
sponsors and the state. While the elaborate poetics of fan support attracts positive media attention from
within Turkey and around Europe, it is also a pressing agenda of the Turkish government to confine these
performances in the sphere of entertainment alone. Through the “Law to Prevent Violence and Disorder in
Sport” (adapted from Europe) the government, football administrators and sponsors, aim to regulate and
order football as a site of sanitized, civilized entertainment under tight policing and surveillance. I critically
engage with this law's assumptions and its impact on navigating entertainment and politics in Turkish
football. This paper is the result of a year's fieldwork in Istanbul on football, beginning in September 2010.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Marquette Room

APPROACHING PERPETRATORS: ETHICAL, METHODOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Chair: Beatrice A Jauregui, University of Pennsylvania
Organizer: Erin Jessee, Liu Institute for Global Issues, The University of British Columbia
Organizer: Tal Nitsan, University of British Columbia
Discussant: Jeffrey A Sluka, Massey University
Discussant: Victoria D Sanford, Lehman College, CUNY
Discussant: Alexander Hinton, Rutgers University

8:00 AM
Surviving Fieldwork With Perpetrators of State Terror

Jeffrey A Sluka, Massey University

The ethnography of state terror is ‘high risk' anthropology. There are real personal dangers for
anthropologists who dare to speak, write, and act against state terror, and managing danger in fieldwork has
particularly become an issue for those conducting primary research with perpetrators of state terror. Those
who do risk serious – even fatal – recriminations and ‘publish or perish' can become ‘publish and perish.' Most
if not all run the risk of bringing terror down on themselves, and all of the anthropologists I know who have
taken this path have been threatened in one form or another including harassment, intimidation, physical and
sexual assault, arrest, interrogation, torture, persecution, prosecution, imprisonment, and ultimately,
execution or assassination. In recent years there has been an important shift in the ethnography of state
terror from studying victims and survivors towards direct research with the perpetrators of state terror – the
‘rank and file' who apply the electric cattle prods and pull the triggers – which has significantly increased the
already high degree of difficulty and danger in fieldwork on this issue to dramatic or extraordinary levels.
While much has been written about fieldwork in general, still relatively little has been written formally about
managing danger as a methodological issue or the practical matters of researcher survival in perilous field
sites. In this paper, I consider the latest developments in managing the physical dangers inherent in the
ethnography of state terror, particularly primary research with actual perpetrators of state terror themselves.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
Poster Row Red- Salon A

VIOLENCE IN RURAL AND URBAN CONTEXTS

Violent Crime and Community Policing in Guerrero, Mexico

Chris Kyle, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Amid the Mexican government's seemingly fruitless efforts to curtail organized criminal activity in Guerrero,
Mexico, armed community policing groups have spontaneously emerged and spread through many portions of
the state. These new groups join an older, and largely indigenous, community policing movement (the
Coordinadora Regional de Autoridades Comunitarias - Policía Comunitaria, or CRAC-PC) that emerged in the
mid-1990s in the Montaña and Costa Chica regions of the state. In contrast to the CRAC-PC, the new groups
are found in locations scattered throughout the state and their stated goals, though varied, center less (or
not at all) on indigenous “usos y costumbres” than on simple matters of safety and security. This paper
examines the spatial distribution of the various community policing groups active in Guerrero in relation to
the distribution of violence associated with organized criminal activity. Drawing on a GIS database containing
nearly eight thousand records of crime related activity in Guerrero, my aim is to evaluate the relationship
between the spatial distribution of violence and the emergence of community policing groups. I also evaluate
the efficacy of these groups in reducing violence from the levels that could be anticipated in their absence.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Marquette Room

APPROACHING PERPETRATORS: ETHICAL, METHODOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Chair: Beatrice A Jauregui, University of Pennsylvania
Organizer: Erin Jessee, Liu Institute for Global Issues, The University of British Columbia
Organizer: Tal Nitsan, University of British Columbia
Discussant: Jeffrey A Sluka, Massey University
Discussant: Victoria D Sanford, Lehman College, CUNY
Discussant: Alexander Hinton, Rutgers University

8:15 AM
Rwandan Women No Longer: Female Genocidaires in the Aftermath of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide

Erin Jessee, Liu Institute for Global Issues, The University of British Columbia

In the immediate aftermath of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, the current government – the Rwandan Patriotic
Front (RPF) – arrested an estimated 130,000 civilians who were suspected of having some degree of criminal
responsibility. Of these, approximately 2,000 were women, a cohort that remains rarely researched,
particularly through an ethnographic lens. This presentation begins to address this oversight by analyzing
multiple life history, thematic interviews and casual conversations with ten female genocidaires from around
Rwanda who were convicted of the crime of genocide. I briefly articulate the unique methodological
limitations inherent in conducting ethnographic fieldwork among convicts, and the various ethical negotiations
that resulted. I then address to the following research questions: what factors motivated these women's
decisions to perpetrate genocide? What do their lived experiences tell us about the processes through which
genocidal violence took shape within their communities? And what insights can be gleaned from analyzing the
manner in which they construct their life histories and memories of the genocide in the post-genocide period?
I argue that while female genocidaires often demonstrated remarkable resilience, they simultaneously
perceived themselves as having been stripped of their Rwandan citizenship and their gender by virtue of their
participation in unspeakable acts of physical violence that violate important taboos regarding the appropriate
conduct of women in war. Such positioning allowed them to assert claims of victimization that they then used
to minimize or justify their criminal actions during the 1994 genocide.

8:30 AM
Studying the Enemy:  A Political and Ethical Interrogation of Research On White Supremacists in the U.S

Kathleen Blee, university of pittsburgh

There has been a considerable body of work in the social sciences about the methodological issues pertaining
to ethnographic and interviewing studies of perpetrators of violence and social hatred, largely focused on
issues of access, rapport, the emotional relationship between the researcher and the perpetrator, and how to
access the validity of perpetrator reports. Much less studied are the larger ethical and political issues that
surround research on perpetrators of hatred and violence. Drawing on nearly three decades of ethnographic
research on the members and leaders of white supremacist groups in the United States, including various
waves of the Ku Klux Klan, neo-Nazi skinheads, and assorted racial/ethnic hate movements, this paper
examines two questions: (1) How do we determine what is worth studying about perpetrators? Here, I
consider issues of knowledge as they pertain to subjects of atrocity and social hatred, such as how scholars
should treat self-representations by perpetrators and whether scholars should contextualize and/or challenge
displays of hatred during the research process; and (2) What are the ethical implications of writing about
perpetrators? Here, I consider the risk of empowering subjects with deplorable agendas by representing them
to the public and centering them as worthy of study.

8:45 AM
Discussant

Alexander Hinton, Rutgers University

9:00 AM
Discussion

9:15 AM
Switchboard Perpetrators Or How to Scale Factional Divisions in Conflict Situations

Antonius C Robben, Utrecht University

One of the greatest methodological challenges in conducting ethnographic research among perpetrators of
state violence is to gain access to competing factions. Conflict situations and post-conflict societies contain
always factional divisions among the parties involved. Factions may share a general strategic objective but
disagree about tactical engagement, have different institutional origins, have ideological disagreements or
pursue other interests once the fighting is done or the repression comes to a halt. Be this as it may, factions
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cannot operate properly in conflict situations without frequent communications that inform each other about
their tactics and political maneuvers. This presentation analyzes how to delineate these channels of factional
communication and locate the intermediaries. Ethnographers often succeed in finding access to at least one
faction but this successful rapport might then immediately close off competing factions that mistrust the
ethnographer's politics, intentions and alleged sympathies. How can the ethnographer of perpetratorhood
overcome this obstacle? Based on ethnographic research among perpetrators of the 1976-1983 military
dictatorship in Argentina, I will describe how switchboard perpetrators that relay messages from one faction
to another can be identified and located. If the ethnographer succeeds in building sufficient rapport with
multiple switchboard perpetrators then the knowledge of the complexities of political violence and state terror
will enhance beyond Manichaean understandings.

9:30 AM
Doing Fieldwork With Perpetrators in a Military Camp: The Routines of Understanding Everyday Violence in
the Eastern Congo

Anna Hedlund, Lund University

My paper is based on fifteen months of ethnographic research in a Hutu rebel camp in the Eastern Congo.
Many of my interlocutors are hold responsible for the mass-killings that took place during the Rwandan
genocide in 1994. During that time, they participated in the mass killing of almost one million people over a
period of three months. After the genocide, the Hutu rebels fled the new Tutsi regime under president
Kagame. They crossed the border from Rwanda and made Congo their base for operations. At the time of
writing, almost twenty years have passed since the genocide took place. Up till now, the war, in the rebels'
perceptions, is not yet over. The Hutu rebels are still rotating in the Congo Mountains, moving by foot
between military camps and battlefields. In the Congo, the Hutu rebel's are one of the most feared rebel
groups and they are still active participant in the war. Throughout my fieldwork, the rebel's often claimed that
they were victims of the genocide and not perpetrators, and I was confronted with propaganda, denial and
deceit. The “victim discourse” was mediated and acted out in dances, songs, prayers, speeches and
performances. In my paper, I ask, how do we understand the politics of memory and history from the
perspective of perpetrators? And what are the methodological challenges of studying the routines of everyday
violence in contexts of ongoing war?

9:45 AM
Studying Sarajevan and Swedish Soldiers:Dynamics of Roles, Meanings of Perpetration, Structures of Power

Ivana Macek, Uppsala University

This paper is based on my work in Sarajevo, Bosnia, during the war in the 1990s, and a later project with
Swedish UN soldiers. My starting point is that the categories such as victims, soldiers, and bystanders are
dynamic, and that one and the same person can be several of these, the theme that I have written about
earlier (Maèek 2009; and 2007 in Richards 2007). By taking a closer look at Bosnian soldiers in Sarajevo and
Swedish UN soldiers, I will investigate the ways in which my collocutors shifted through victimhood,
witnessing, and perpetration in different situations. Which meanings did they give to these phenomena? How
did they act in relation to these phenomena? Further, I will look at the structures of power that they were
embedded in – in the case of Sarajevan soldiers, the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina at war; in the case of
Swedish soldiers, the UN with a peacekeeping function – and the role that these structures played for their
choices and actions. Finally, I will address some methodological challenges inherent in work with soldiers.
When socializing and talking about their experiences, phenomena like safety, group belonging, trust,
responsibility, adventure, guilt, and shame are central. In this context, how can we best tackle our own
safety, awkwardness, and identification with the perpetrator? How can we make our fieldwork experiences
and knowledge personally more bearable, and at the same time more useful for understanding the life
predicaments of our collocutors?

10:00 AM
Discussant

Victoria D Sanford, Lehman College, CUNY

10:15 AM
Discussion

10:30 AM
What So Funny About (the Rarity of Wartime) Rape? Building Relationships With Israeli Reserve Soldiers
During the Second Intifada

Tal Nitsan, University of British Columbia

In Finger in the Wound, Diane Nelson (1999) discusses dirty jokes as a means to structure relations and form
identification among present individuals, in contrast to non-present others. In Laughter Out of Place, Dona
Goldstein (2003) demonstrates how humor can create opportunities to discuss social situations burdened by
convoluted layers of race, class, gender, and sexual hierarchies. In this presentation I build upon these
foundational texts to analyze humorous incidents within interviews I conducted with Israeli reserve soldiers
during the Second Intifada (the most recent Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation), as part of a
project that explored the cultural and organizational factors that made a rape campaign against Palestinian
women unimaginable. ‘Funny' can hardly describe the everyday maintenance of a military occupation, within
which the sexual assault of Palestinian woman is consensually rejected as immoral and criminal. What's so
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funny, then, about (the rarity of wartime) rape? Which ambiguities were created, and which identity lines
were crossed in this conversation between (mostly Jewish), male Israeli reserve soldiers and a Jewish Israeli
female anthologist – herself a former soldier? How did humor help to negotiate these ambiguities and
uneasiness? Why did a sense of shared identity need to be created between seemingly comparable
individuals? And why was humor necessary to defuse a conversation in which the idea of sexual assault is
rejected and condemned, and the act itself did not take place?
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Conference Room 5G

ENGAGING WITH PUBLICS: DISTRUST, RISK, AND UNCERTAINTY
Chair: Manpreet K Janeja, Copenhagen University
Chair: Stine Simonsen Puri, Copenhagen University
Organizer: Manpreet K Janeja, Copenhagen University
Organizer: Stine Simonsen Puri, Copenhagen University
Discussant: Tejaswini Ganti, New York University

10:45 AM
In the Good Name of Public Interest: Urban Intervention, Violence and Security in Contemporary Brazil

Marta Magalhães Wallace, University of Cambridge

Over the next three years, Brazil will host both FIFA's 2014 Football World Cup and the 2016 Olympic Games.
These two competitions have become a background for a series of policy initiatives, all of which rest on claims
that their implementation is fundamentally about the “public interest”. Among the most controversial are Rio
de Janeiro's Pacifying Police Units (UPPs) as well as a series of analogous initiatives in states that have
recently experienced an exponential increase in violent crime. Salvador, capital of the Northeast state of
Bahia, is one of the cities where a similar program, the Bases Comunitárias de Segurança (CBS), has been
implemented. The UPPs and the CSBs provide both security, understood as police work, and welfare, in the
form of social services hitherto unavailable in the areas in which they operate. The result of these initiatives
remains unclear. What I propose to do here is draw on the projects of urban regeneration that have been put
in place in the historic centre of Salvador, since it became a World Heritage Site, to cast light on the way in
which the notion of a general public interest can be mobilised in certain urban spaces, in such a way as to
exclude the “public” that inhabits them. My aim is to examine the complex redrawing of discursive and
ideological boundaries around the notion of a general “public interest”, in the absence of a comparably
complex engagement with the notion of the “public good”.

2013 Annual Meeting http://aaa.confex.com/aaa/2013/schedule/print.cgi

13 of 61 10/23/13 11:34 AM



Thursday, November 21, 2013

8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Marquette Room

APPROACHING PERPETRATORS: ETHICAL, METHODOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Chair: Beatrice A Jauregui, University of Pennsylvania
Organizer: Erin Jessee, Liu Institute for Global Issues, The University of British Columbia
Organizer: Tal Nitsan, University of British Columbia
Discussant: Jeffrey A Sluka, Massey University
Discussant: Victoria D Sanford, Lehman College, CUNY
Discussant: Alexander Hinton, Rutgers University

10:45 AM
Guatemala’s Gray Zones: Balancing Ethnographic Understanding and the Search for Justice in Post-War
Transnational Communities

Patricia Foxen, American University

Guatemala's civil war, which reached it apex in the early 1980s and officially ended in 1996, has been
categorized as both an outcome of cold war polarization and as a state-mandated genocide against Mayan
Indians. At the local level, however, in communities where the violence was at its most brutal, the lines
between victims, perpetrators, and victim-perpetrators was often gray: because all men were forced to
participate in joining local civil patrols, civilians participated (or not) to various degrees in regimes of violence
that were based in localized racial and power dynamics. During the 1990s, Mayan Indians and Ladinos from
the Southern Quiché region migrated to Providence, Rhode Island, as part of a wide-scale labor migration;
there, as in Guatemala, both perpetrators --including some of the most brutal civil patrol leaders -- and their
victims have lived side by side, many participating in a “moral community of forgetting.” While fear and
silence, reinforced by wartime trauma and undocumented legal status in the US, have dominated the public
narrative in Providence for years, recent legal developments both in the US and at home, including the
possibility of deportation and legal accountability in Guatemala for known perpetrators of violence, have
opened the space for victims on both ends to speak out and seek justice. This paper discusses the ethical
dilemmas faced by anthropologists who seek to shed light on complex “gray zones” of victim-perpetrator
communities, yet are privy to powerful -- and legally influential -- information regarding perpetrators of
wartime violence.

11:00 AM
Resistance Heroes Or Perpetrators? Transitional Justice and the Historical Memory of East Timor’s 1983
Kraras Uprising

Amy Rothschild, UCSD

How have human rights and transitional justice changed perceptions of who is a perpetrator? In 1983, with
East Timor under Indonesian occupation, civilian Timorese from the village of Kraras revolted, killing 14
unarmed Indonesian engineers. My fieldwork on memories of this event in independent East Timor revealed
that it is undermemorialized and undervalorized, particularly compared with other acts of nonviolent
resistance undertaken by Timorese during the Indonesian occupation. There is a perception, albeit unspoken,
that those who initiated the uprising are not heroes – or at least not only heroes – but also perpetrators, who
were wrong in killing unarmed Indonesians, even as an act of resistance. I argue, along with Timorese from
Kraras, that this perception is in large part a result of the discourses of transitional justice, human rights and
reconciliation which have circulated in Timor post-independence, promoted in part by Timor's Truth
Commission. These discourses emphasize the suffering of the victims of violence – and the accompanying
wrongdoing or blameworthiness of the authors of violence – on both sides of Timor's struggle for
independence. In Timor, at least, transitional justice and human rights have expanded the category of
perpetrator to at least partially include those who, in a time before transitional justice, would have been
unambiguously celebrated as resistance heroes. In my paper I examine this shift, asking, among other
things, how the authors of the Kraras uprising confront perceptions of themselves as somehow culpable and
negotiate between the differing subject positions of perpetrator and hero.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Conference Room 4C

TRANSING OCCLUSION: “TRANS” LIVES in ASIAN AND AFRICAN GEOGRAPHIES
Chair: Faris A Khan, Syracuse University
Organizer: Asli Zengin, University of Toronto
Organizer: Faris A Khan, Syracuse University
Discussant: David Valentine, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

11:15 AM
Calculating Sexual Identity: Police Violence and “Travesti” As a Criminal Type in Istanbul, Turkey

Asli Zengin, University of Toronto

In 2010, Huseyin Capkin, the Director of the Beyoglu Police Department in Istanbul, introduced a new bonus
system to encourage police officers to increase work force efficiency. This bonus system, while incorporating
already existing criminal categories (such as homicide, seizure, theft, etc.), also brought new ones into
existence. According to this bonus system, each criminal category is associated with a specific number of
points, which police officers are promised to receive upon their capture of the criminal type in question. My
fieldwork with trans people in Istanbul in 2009-10 revealed various accounts of how this bonus system has
been integrated into the exercise of police violence against trans women to punish their public presence and
displace their bodies. As part of this system, the police use a newly invented category, “travesti,” to earn the
maximum points possible and receive promotion by increasing pressure on trans women. For example, they
arbitrarily stop, investigate and ticket them even during mundane activities such as shopping, walking or
running errands. Focusing on the police use of the category of “travesti” and its effects on trans women's
lives, this paper examines the production of (non)normative definitions of sexual identity at the intersection
of law, violence and the state. It also discusses the involvement of the state in shaping the symbolic and
material production of transgender sexual identity through an economic distribution of sexual violence via
mathematical techniques and calculations of promotion.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Marquette Room

APPROACHING PERPETRATORS: ETHICAL, METHODOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Chair: Beatrice A Jauregui, University of Pennsylvania
Organizer: Erin Jessee, Liu Institute for Global Issues, The University of British Columbia
Organizer: Tal Nitsan, University of British Columbia
Discussant: Jeffrey A Sluka, Massey University
Discussant: Victoria D Sanford, Lehman College, CUNY
Discussant: Alexander Hinton, Rutgers University

11:15 AM
Discussant

Jeffrey A Sluka, Massey University

11:30 AM
Discussion
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

1:45 PM - 5:30 PM
Windsor Court

MIGRATION AND THE LIMITS OF MOBILITY: EVERYDAY ENCOUNTERS WITH BORDERS AND BARRIERS TO
MOVEMENT
Chair: Daina Sanchez, University of California, Irvine
Chair: Simone Alexandria Popperl, University of California, Irvine
Organizer: Caitlin Fouratt, UC Irvine
Discussant: Stuart A Rockefeller, Columbia University
Discussant: Deanna E Barenboim, Sarah Lawrence College

2:15 PM
Captive Subjects: Time-Spaces of Illegality On Europe's Southern Fringes

Ruben Andersson, London School of Economics/Stockholm University

While the emerging literature on Europe's border regime has concentrated on its spatial arrangements, recent
analyses have shifted focus towards the temporalities of controls (e.g. Andrijasevic 2010). Building on this
work, this paper inquires into the time-space regimes of Ceuta and Melilla, Spain's North African enclaves,
which have become key transit points and offshore holding sites for irregular migrants on their way to
Europe. Cared for in a reception centre while waiting for an exit to mainland Spain, the migrants who make it
there find themselves immobilised for months or years before being set free or deported. The result is an
everyday battle over time with the authorities, in which migrants' futures and pasts are bracketed, leaving
them with an eventless present. In this gap, migrants face a regime of interlocking temporalities through
which Europe's contradictory urges to “integrate” and control are played out: police time for surveillance,
“camp time” with its empty routines, and time for knowledge-gathering for inquisitive visitors. The paper
explores migrants' varied strategies for engaging with this regime: some render themselves “invisible” or
launch loud protests; some avoid deportation by extending enclave time; others co-operate and are rewarded
with a busy schedule. The “illegal immigrant” here emerges as a contradictory subject: idle and scheming,
visible and invisible, captive and mobile. Meanwhile, most migrants leave their fate in the hands of God. With
their migratory projects on hold and the near future vacated for them (Guyer 1997), the far-ahead future of
deliverance becomes all the more real.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Salon A-3

(UN)NECESSARY VIOLENCE
Chair: Jeffrey T Martin, University of Hong Kong
Organizer: Jesse Weaver Shipley, Haverford College
Discussant: Marina Peterson, Ohio University

4:00 PM
Instrumentalizing Affect: What a Cop Is Supposed to Feel in Taiwan

Jeffrey T Martin, University of Hong Kong

Police serve as a means of force, used to various ends. An ethnographic literature on police occupational
culture proposes certain qualities of experience as inherent to the act of serving as an instrument of state
force. These qualities generate “cognitive propensities” in street level police habitus that, the argument goes,
structure the way force is actually used. My paper proposes a relativist reconsideration of this argument. I
juxtapose Skolnick's account of the American cop's “working personality” with findings from my work with
Taiwanese police. I focus on systemic contrasts in the ways Taiwanese and American police reflect on the
affective dimension of their job. Taiwanese political ideology takes a category of “sentiment” as a
fundamental social force and a constitutive element of political practice. Taiwanese police learn to use
sentiment as a mode of engagement with their political environment. Thus, where American police
understand "getting the job done" as categorically opposed to "having sympathy," Taiwanese police treat
sentiment as a kind of force that, if ignored or mismanaged, is capable of overwhelming the physical power of
weapons and the institutional powers of bureaucracy and courts. To capture this contrast in the way American
and Taiwanese policemen formulate the affective dimension of their work, I develop a concept of
“instrumentality” as a culturally structured emotional technique associated with the work of enforcement. I
suggest that cultural differences have consequences for the ways policemen become instrumentalized as
conduits for state force.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Conference Room 4G

SEX, DRUGS, AND SOCIAL THEORY
Chair: Sarah L Luna, University of Chicago
Organizer: Sarah L Luna, University of Chicago
Organizer: Emily A Wentzell, University of Iowa
Discussant: Brian Adams-Thies, Drake University

4:00 PM
Surveillance and Sovereignty: The Impact of the Drug War On Sex Workers in the Mexican Border City of
Reynosa

Sarah L Luna, University of Chicago

This paper focuses upon the impact of the Mexican drug war on sex workers in the Mexican border city of
Reynosa's zona de tolerancia, a walled-in and legally tolerated prostitution zone. La zona was a site of parallel
sovereignties as it was both considered by sex workers to be the territory of a drug trafficking organization
and was officially regulated through the municipal government, which provided both police surveillance of the
zona as well as biopolitical surveillance of sex workers through their registration and obligatory health
examinations. However, I suggest that la zona became a site of competing enactments of sovereignty after
Reynosa's militarization in 2008 as part of former President Felipe Calderon's war against organized crime.
Competitions for sovereignty between Mexican state actors and organized criminals increasingly shaped daily
life for residents of Reynosa inside and outside of the prostitution zone. While organized criminals used their
power over many different kinds of residents of Reynosa to challenge state sovereignty through violence,
taxation, the cultivation of fear and anxiety, and the organization of protests against the military, this paper
focuses upon the case of sex workers. Based upon twelve months of ethnographic research including
interviews and observations among sex workers in 2008-2009, I argue that the state apparatus in place for
the biopolitical surveillance of sex workers, including the spatial structure of la zona and the requirement for
weekly medical exams, fostered organized criminals' attempts to manage and control sex workers through
taxation and forcing them to participate in protests.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Salon A-3

(UN)NECESSARY VIOLENCE
Chair: Jeffrey T Martin, University of Hong Kong
Organizer: Jesse Weaver Shipley, Haverford College
Discussant: Marina Peterson, Ohio University

4:15 PM
Disciplining Affect and Structuring Violence in Boxing Training

Jesse Weaver Shipley, Haverford College

This paper examines boxing training to show how its structuring principles transform affect and violence into
organized, socially sanctioned emotional and physical action. I consider boxing as a competitive physical
genre built upon a set of shared bodily movements and semiotic registers. I draw on examples of the
relationships between trainers and boxers in boxing gyms in Accra, Ghana and in New York City to show how
the process of becoming a boxer organizes uncontrolled bodies through highly-repetitive training regimes. I
argue that the central tropes of boxing, rather than violence and aggression, are focus, self-discipline, and
respect. Successful boxers first channel and transform aggression into precise movements and reactions and
then learn to creatively elaborate within the genre's shared grammar. They learn to recognize and react to
the weaknesses of their opponents. Trainers teach boxing through a variety of mimetic techniques that
challenge neophytes physically and psychologically to overcome their own weaknesses. Training sessions
provide a context within which boxers can fail in relative safety and eventually learn to “impose their will” on
other fighters by developing their concentration, reactions, and respect for self and other. I am concerned
with how boxing provides techniques of control and regimes for understanding the self and reading other
people. These moral and stylistic registers shape movement and interactions in the ring and by extension in
daily life.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Metra

EVERYDAY AUTHORITARIANISM: ENGAGEMENTS WITH AND BEYOND ANTHROPOLOGY
Chair: Kristin C Doughty, University of Rochester
Organizer: Jennifer Riggan, Arcadia University
Organizer: Kristin C Doughty, University of Rochester
Discussant: John Borneman, PRINCETON

4:30 PM
Rainbow Flags and Rotten Eggs: Repression As An Emergent Process in Moscow Street Protests

Jessica F Mason, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Waves of mass street protests in Moscow and other Russian cities since winter 2011 have inspired new laws
limiting civil society, stoking anti-western sentiment, and demonizing homosexuality, as well as arrests and
harrassment of political activists. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork conducted with opposition, feminist, and
LGBT activists in Moscow, this paper examines street protests as a key site for activists' attempts to reveal
and to challenge various forms of repression. Western observers often describe Vladimir Putin's “managed
democracy” as semi-authoritarian, a term that belies the complexity of repressive power. The repressions
emergent in opposition protests may be subtle or brutal, hidden or visible. Police barricades and bureaucratic
permits give literal form to protest spaces, while interactions within and around those spaces always carry the
potential for the exercise of state power. A radical newspaper that raises no questions at one rally might be
reason to arrest an activist at the next. One protester is arrested immediately, while another gets a phone
call months later. Activists encounter an unpredictable but threatening state power. Furthermore, as the
experiences of LGBT and feminist activists show, repressive power is produced not only during encounters
with the state but also during clashes with self-proclaimed Orthodox activists and within the opposition
movement itself. LGBT and feminist activists experience these attacks as related to authoritarian power
regimes; for them, street protests are not merely demonstrations against the state, but opportunities to
expose and fight repression within the protest movement.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Salon A-3

(UN)NECESSARY VIOLENCE
Chair: Jeffrey T Martin, University of Hong Kong
Organizer: Jesse Weaver Shipley, Haverford College
Discussant: Marina Peterson, Ohio University

4:30 PM
Initial Thoughts On Misanthropology: GG Allin and Punk's Promise to Hate Everything and Everybody

L Shane Greene, Indiana University

This paper develops a theory of punk as a space of transformative acts of creative self-other destruction. It
focuses largely on the musical career of GG Allin, a US underground performer of the late 1980s and early
1990s. Respectable scholars will find it hard to take him seriously but his dark, disturbed, and generally
disrespectable counterpublic followers continue to debate his importance to the history of underground
rock-n-roll twenty years after his death. Ultimately, the article draws out larger comparisons to several other
of punk's most iconic, and most creatively destructive, figures like Iggy Pop, Lydia Lunch, and Darby Crash.
The main theoretical objective of the paper is to provoke debate about punk's unique ability to generate a
counterpublic space, one tinged with the risks and realities of simultaneously discursive and embodied
violence towards self and others. Or to put it more in the domain of embodied affect, the point is to ponder
the ways that punk promises to make good on a violent hatred of everything and everybody. In short: punk
provokes us to consider the terms of an emergent, a hypothetical, a less than respectable, an
uncompromising field of study, that we might call simply misanthropology.

4:45 PM
Sounding Surrender: Registers of Weakness and Strength in Nigerian Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity

Vicki L Brennan, University of Vermont

This paper examines the role sound plays in creating a context in which members of Pentecostal and
Charismatic churches in Nigeria are able to surrender completely to the power of the Holy Spirit as a mode of
self-improvement. I discuss how embodied and sensory disciplines of listening and sounding are central to
Pentecostal and Charismatic practices of deliverance and speaking in tongues. Sound is particularly important
for the development of Pentecostal and Charismatic techniques of the body that remove demons and other
evil spirits that are understood to be holding one back from prosperity and success, at the same time as the
body is purified so that the Holy Spirit may enter into and speak through the afflicted. That is, spiritual
strength is contingent upon embodied expressions of vulnerability as such expressions are a key means
through which Pentecostal Christians learn to listen to the “soft, still voice” within that registers the presence
of the Holy Spirit, and to make a “joyful noise” in praise and worship that draws the spirit closer. Through an
emphasis on how sound is crucial to these Pentecostal and Charismatic embodied religious experiences, I
discuss how these often violent moments of deliverance and speaking in tongues are prompted by sensory
engagement—particularly with sound—and made physically visible via an uncontrollable shaking and loss of
bodily control.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Mobley Room

VIOLENCE, CAPITAL, AND THE LOGICS OF SACRIFICE IN AFRICA
Chair: Manuel Schwab, Columbia University, Dept of Anthropology
Organizer: Lauren Coyle, University of Chicago
Organizer: Manuel Schwab, Columbia University, Dept of Anthropology
Discussant: Juan Obarrio, Johns Hopkins University
Discussant: Peter J Pels, Leiden University

4:45 PM
Sacrifice and the Politics of Police Violence in Contemporary South Africa

Kerry Ryan Chance, Harvard University

This paper examines collective understandings of police violence in democratic South Africa. Since the
election of Nelson Mandela in 1994, ‘sacrifice' – characterized in liberation histories as laying down life,
undergoing grievous bodily harm, or lengthy imprisonment – routinely has been invoked in songs, speeches,
and mainstream news toward the intertwined projects of nation-building and state transition. In recent years,
from the murder of activist Andries Tatane to the Marikana mine massacre, violence by uniformed officers has
given rise to public disputes over promised indexes of ‘non-racial' citizenship, including an end to the
arbitrary functions of state sovereignty and exploitative corporate extraction. In the streets, the courts and
global media flows, these disputes have been framed as expressing increasingly murky lines between crime
and politics, weak states and strong states, crisis and normalization, colonial pasts and democratic futures.
Rather than approaching police violence as a political ritual out of place and out of time, as an incomplete or
failed ‘sacrifice,' I argue that it expresses a grammar of everyday practices and interactions at the
intersections of race and class, which have transformed under liberalization but continue to remake, often
complex and contradictory, categories of post-colonial political life.
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
Salon A-3

(UN)NECESSARY VIOLENCE
Chair: Jeffrey T Martin, University of Hong Kong
Organizer: Jesse Weaver Shipley, Haverford College
Discussant: Marina Peterson, Ohio University

5:00 PM
Saddam Hussein’s Two Bodies and the US Empire

Zainab M Saleh, Haverford College

On 9 April 2003, footage of Saddam Hussein's statue in Baghdad's Firdous Square brought down by American
soldiers was aired continuously on all news channels. The US soldier who reached the head of the 12-meter
statue and fastened a chain around its neck before covering its face with the US flag seemed to set up an
execution scene: the chains became a noose and the US flag was the hood covering the head of the victim at
the moment of execution. An American tank tied to the statue pulled back slowly, and the statue came down
in a few seconds. This paper examines the significance of the fall of the statue by an occupying force, and the
type of violence it involved. I argue that the destruction of the statue by the American troops, and the
triumphalist discourse accompanying it, was an act of revenge and of illegal lynching. I will also read this
event along Saddam Hussein's execution more than three years later. This second act of violence on the
actual body of Hussein, who was handed over to the Iraqi government by the Americans in Iraq, became
inevitable following the fall of the statue. An empire invested in concealing its history of support of a tyrant
had to eliminate the person who could expose that history. This paper juxtaposes these two events as
instances of violence perpetuated by an imperial power that operated beyond the pale of legitimacy and law.

5:15 PM
“As Real As It Gets!”: Violence, Truth and Sharing in Mixed Martial Arts

Greg J Downey Jr, Macquarie University

As the Ultimate Fighting Championship reached out to new fans, eventually becoming arguably the world's
fastest growing professional sport, it claimed that fights in the franchise's signature ‘Octagon' were “as real as
it gets.” Promoters of the UFC, the most successful mixed martial arts fighting event, argued that its
signature mix of kick-boxing, wrestling, and other martial techniques was the most authentic violent sport,
closer to a “real” fight than boxing, professional wrestling, or other combat sports. This presentation explores
two forms of violence that are closely linked to mixed martial arts competition: the inherent violence of
training for fights and the limit case of uncontrolled inter-personal violence, often talked about by fighters as
“street fighting” or “bar fighting.” Although anthropologists often construe violence as a continuum, fighters
themselves draw clear distinctions among different forms, navigating from one to the other, and feeling very
strongly about what is appropriate to each genre. Arguably, violence among practitioners is about
establishing truth and demonstrating character, and fighters exchange violence based upon trust. Fighters
are well aware of the potential for violence to slip social bounds, to move from training to “really” fighting,
and they are very conscious of the limits that they impose on allowable violence. Ultimately, I argue, extreme
violence among mixed martial artists is clearly differentiated into a variety of forms, some of which are
particularly appropriate for sharing, and others of which are extreme forms of truth telling.

5:30 PM
Discussant

Marina Peterson, Ohio University
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Friday, November 22, 2013

8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Barbershop

DOING JUSTICE?
Chair: Sarah Besky, University of Michigan
Organizer: Sarah Besky, University of Michigan
Discussant: Laura A Ogden, Florida International University

8:00 AM
Ad-Justing the Police: Police Work As Practical Moral Philosophy

Kevin G Karpiak, Eastern Michigan University

This paper will argue that a significant proportion of police work is directed towards formulating practical
responses to one of the more general ethical problems of justice, namely: what should be the goals and
orientations for an institution specifically charged with the monopoly of state violence? Drawing on my
fieldwork with the French Police Nationale, I argue that police officers calibrate practical responses to the
vexing problem of “doing justice” by making use of a set of ideal typical models of policing. This process of
modulated triangulation in turn allows them to think through, or orient themselves in, some of the most
pressing issues facing France as a liberal republican democracy: what would the legitimate use of force look
like—what should be its geography and mechanism of distribution throughout the collective body? How can
officers best be administered so as to make just outcomes, in the broadest sense, more likely? In this way,
police work is not just a good in itself, but a means to address more broadly pressing ethical issues. In other
words I argue that ‘police' is good to think with; that police officers, administrators, educators and civilians
strive to make sense of justice in collective life through police. This framing recasts participants in debates
over appropriate police tactics as practical and applied moral philosophers concerned with some of the most
perplexing issues of justice today.
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Friday, November 22, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
Lake Michigan Room

DESIRE AND IDENTITY (INTER)ACTION: LANGUAGE AND SEXUALITY in PUBLIC SPACE
Chair: Mie Hiramoto, National University of Singapore
Organizer: Mie Hiramoto, National University of Singapore
Discussant: William L Leap, American University

8:00 AM
Folded Arms and LV Bags: Policing (Hong) “Kong Girl’s” Desire in the New Media

Katherine Chen, University of Hong Kong
M. Agnes Kang, University of Hong Kong

“Kong Girl”, an other-attributed stereotype of some Hong Kong women, has been circulating in the media
since the mid-2000s. Kong Girl can be seen as a form of resistance to stereotypical gender norms that
require women to be silent and submissive, but in other ways, this figure also reinforces normative femininity
by her attention to physical attractiveness and the desire to marry a good provider. Those labeled Kong Girls
are seen as breaking the first rule of being a “good” girl by refusing to be silent and expressing agency
through the public display of desire, whether it is in the desire to be slim, desire for a boyfriend who pays or
the desire for an LV bag. In this paper, we focus on metapragmatic processes (Silverstein 1993, Agha 2007)
and stancetaking (Jaffe 2009) in public online forums that center on a 2005 incident involving a woman who
is later cited as a prime example of what a Kong Girl is. We show how women's public display of desire is
sanctioned by both men and women as forum participants exert agency in policing the heterosexual
marketplace. Through criticizing a particular woman, individuals express an evaluative stance as a way of
coming to terms with shifting notions of masculinity and femininity in a late modern Hong Kong society. The
rise of the “Kong Girl” stereotype provides a convenient target of neoliberal critique against women who
embrace individualism, consumerism, class mobility, and a free (heterosexual) market in a society grappling
with socioeconomic change.
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Friday, November 22, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
PDR 5

SUSPICION: ON DIALOGUE, ANTAGONISM, ENTANGLEMENT AND EFFECT
Chair: Malgorzata Rajtar, Freie Universitaet Berlin
Organizer: Connie McGuire, University of California, Irvine
Organizer: Michelle L Stewart, University of Regina
Discussant: Michelle L Stewart, University of Regina
Discussant: Connie McGuire, University of California, Irvine

8:00 AM
Covert Operations, Suspicion and the Suspension of Knowledge

David M. Bozzini, University of Neuchatel

When doubts and uncertainties emerge during field research, we tend to use procedures to determine
plausible truths that are necessary for our interpretations. I argue that such kind of realism is inadequate in
situations in which confusion, doubts and suspicion are deeply shaping the social field we are trying to
analyze. In addition to arguing that frightening and destabilizing confusions and suspicions are a central
phenomena of everyday authoritarianism, this paper aims to highlight the potential of the anthropologist's
own suspicion and limited skepticism to delineate epistemic and social dynamics in situations fraught with
pervasive state-sponsored covert surveillance of civilians. Even though I was accustomed to hear stories
about covert agents and cases of eavesdropping during my fieldwork in Eritrea, I became scared when my
friend Woldu told me he was an active Eritrean intelligence worker assigned in my neighborhood of Asmara.
After all, why Woldu wouldn't be an Inoffizielle Mitarbeiter for the Eritrean Intelligence reporting on me and
my activities? But what was Woldu's rationale beyond the revelation of his secret activities to me? Was he
really a spy, or was he pretending? What happens to a spy when everybody knows he is a spy? These
questions caused doubt in my ability to analyze the setting. More significantly, this experience forced me to
suspend my judgment, which was crucial for me to understand the uncertainties of everyday life in Asmara
and the power modular and evanescent knowledge that the covert has in Eritrea.
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Friday, November 22, 2013

8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Barbershop

DOING JUSTICE?
Chair: Sarah Besky, University of Michigan
Organizer: Sarah Besky, University of Michigan
Discussant: Laura A Ogden, Florida International University

8:15 AM
“God Alone Understands”: Restorative Justice Through a Mixed Methods Approach At The Florida School for
Boys

John Wellington Powell III, University of South Florida
Bradley I Lanning, University of South Florida
Erin Kimmerle, University of South Florida
E. Christian Wells, University of South Florida
Antoinette T Jackson, University of South Florida
Richard W Estabrook, Geo-Marine, Inc.

In 2011, the Arthur G. Dozier School for Boys located in Marianna, Florida was closed after more than a
century of controversy regarding allegations of abuse, missing children, and murder. Beginning in 1901,
reports surfaced of children being chained to walls, whipped, and hired out as labor to local farms. In recent
years, an organization of over 300, now elderly, former students have submitted allegations of beatings,
rape, and whippings while they were incarcerated at Dozier. Numerous investigations by both state and
federal agencies occurred throughout the school's operation with little resolution, although the school was
ultimately closed in 2011. Despite this, many families and former students continued to feel that justice was
not served as there was little explanation given to the families of boys who had died in custody and were
buried in unmarked graves. Several families have asked for repatriation and are working with a multi-
disciplinary research team from the University of South Florida in what has been considered a humanitarian
and restorative justice initiative. This paper discusses the concept of restorative justice, using the research at
Dozier as an example of how those involved have greater agency and are able to participate in the research
and investigation. This presentation will offer insight into the circumstances of nearly 100 child deaths that
occurred at the school. Their stories, the search for their remains, and the challenges of incorporating
concepts of restorative justice into the American criminal system are discussed.
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Friday, November 22, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
PDR 5

SUSPICION: ON DIALOGUE, ANTAGONISM, ENTANGLEMENT AND EFFECT
Chair: Malgorzata Rajtar, Freie Universitaet Berlin
Organizer: Connie McGuire, University of California, Irvine
Organizer: Michelle L Stewart, University of Regina
Discussant: Michelle L Stewart, University of Regina
Discussant: Connie McGuire, University of California, Irvine

8:15 AM
“Are You a True Christian?” Entanglements of the Religious and the Biomedical in German Healthcare

Malgorzata Rajtar, Freie Universitaet Berlin

Ideally, the doctor-patient relationship should be based on mutual trust. Yet, in some medical encounters
physicians are compelled to establish the “true” identity of their patients in order to determine the course of
treatment. Thus, in the context of my field site, questions about Jehovah's Witnesses' “true Christian” identity
did not measure the intensity of religious practices but were commonly understood as pertaining to the
existence and/or extent of their refusal of blood transfusions. As such they may open a range of responses
ranging from a dialogue of two parties interested in reaching a consensus and hence reducing suspicion to
different forms of power abuses. Specifically, while pressing Witness patients to declare what (if any) blood
fractions (i.e. albumin, hemoglobin) and medical technologies (i.e. cell saver) are accepted by them,
physicians may assess both the extent of preparations for surgery and the authenticity of patients'
commitments. Yet, suspicion that informs such inquires may also take form and eventually result in putting
pressure on individuals who are already in precarious situations to “change their mind.” In a reverse moment,
however, physicians' suspicion was often read by Witness patients as a feature of prejudices lurking beneath
their assumed professional objectivity. Drawing on an ethnographic research with Witness patients and
physicians in Berlin in 2010 and 2011-2012, in the paper I will address suspicion as a “classification
instrument” utilized by physicians but also as a challenge of confident claims of biomedicine about the only
rightful way of treating religious patients.
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8:30 AM
The Politics of Vulnerability: Climate Change and Justice in Guyana

Sarah E Vaughn, University of Chicago

International stalemates over carbon mitigation policy have forced states to address climate change on their
own terms. In response to this gridlock, states have implemented a type of policy called climate adaptation.
This type of policy involves states promoting civic science, disaster preparedness, and environmental
education programs to help citizens live with their vulnerability to climate-related risks. In the process,
citizens shape their desires for state recognition around knowledge about climate change. They use this
knowledge to navigate formal political and scientific institutions to demand environmental security. In such
contexts, vulnerability is not a condition that is a burden. Rather, it is transformed into a kind of social
resource. This transformation frames justice in a new way, making vulnerability the grounds for an ethics of
belonging and civic obligation. Throughout this paper I call this dynamic a politics of vulnerability and I
explore the uses and limits of it as a way of framing projects for property reform in light of national-level
climate adaptation interventions. In this paper I explore: How do people's notions of vulnerability inform,
expand or limit their notions of justice? I raise this question within the context of Guyana, a South American
nation-state that resides 6-7 feet below sea-level and has recently embarked on climate adaptation projects
to manage sea-level rise and flooding. I track how these projects have come to inform citizens' demands for
land reform law and so the (re)framing of what counts as property rights and the ‘common' good in Guyana.
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8:30 AM
The Role of Suspicion and the Making of “Maoist Nepal” in the US Asylum Hearings 

Tina Shrestha, Cornell University

Contemporary migration from Nepal to the United States is distinguished by a seeming paradox: the end of
the decade long (1996-2006) conflict between the Nepali state and the Maoist rebels coincided with Nepalis
applying for political asylum in the U.S. In this paper I examine the role of suspicion in the asylum seeking
process that is forging the relationship of Nepali migrants to the U.S. nation-state as its prospective “asylum
seekers.” I draw on my ethnographic research as a participant-interpreter for political asylum cases,
providing Nepali-English legal interpretation assistance for Nepali asylum claimants and their legal
representatives in New York City (2009-2011). My argument has two major strands. First, I trace how asylum
interviews, legal interpretations, and case hearings—critical components in the asylum-seeking process—rely
on and are mediated by awkward silences and mutual suspicion. For it is through suspicion as a condition to
intense engagement that something called “Maoist Nepal” as a thing in concrete surfaces in the asylum
narration, documentation, and courtroom hearings. Second, and by extension, I show that the production and
circulation of asylum legal documentation are contingent on the very ambiguity of claimants as suspicious
“asylum-seekers.” Suspicion, I illustrate, is central to initiating and sustaining cross-cultural dialogue and
communication between Nepali claimants and their lawyers within the context of US asylum system. Thus,
rather than considering silences and suspicion as obstacles to overcome, I argue that they become the
sources for analyzing the efficacy of meaningful exchanges, interaction, and sociality.
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8:45 AM
In Search of Dignified Work: Nicaraguan Narratives of Fair Trade, Economic Justice, and the Qualified Life

Joshua B Fisher, George Washington University

Distributive justice has dominated discussions of economic justice in politics, economics, and even
anthropology. Ethnographically speaking, however, it is clear that not all questions of economic justice
revolve around the distribution of scarce resources (Who gets what and why?). Based on fieldwork among fair
trade producers in Nicaragua, this paper draws on a narrative approach to justice and explores place-based
articulations of economic justice that derive not from ethical reflection on distribution and exchange, but
rather from the embodied experiences, dispositions and affective ties of work in what Agamben calls the
"qualified life." In the case of a fair trade cooperative called the Fair Trade Zone, discussions of economic
justice and injustice, including claims of “exploitation” (explotación), often take the narrative form of
“dignified work” (trabajo digno). Dignified work demonstrates that, in addition to fair pay, an equitable
distribution of profits, and a “better deal” in the marketplace, fair trade producers also care about respect,
recognition, power, autonomy, self-determination, and dignity in work and in the workplace. It also signals
the need for alternative frameworks of economic justice, such as what Paul Gomberg calls “contributive
justice”—which is concerned with what one is expected to contribute to, rather than simply receive from, a
given economic arrangement. What is at stake in ethnographies of economic justice, I argue, is not only a
language more attuned to the diversity of place-based experiences of justice and injustice in everyday life. It
is also a more politically, morally, and critically engaged anthropology.
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8:45 AM
Citizen Surveillance in the Iraq War Diaspora

Madeline Campbell, Worcester State University

Madeline Otis Campbell – Worcester State University This paper considers how a precarious sort of colonial
subject navigates dilemmas of belonging – and accusations of betrayal – in exile. Now in the United States,
former military interpreters with U.S. Forces in Iraq confront entangled imperatives to perform both Iraqi
national identity and loyalty to the U.S. state. Drawing on ethnographic research in the Iraq War diaspora,
this paper suggests that former military Terps in the U.S. grapple with questions of “who are you with?”
through discursive strategies of mutual suspicion and diasporic surveillance. In response to the domestic front
of the War on Terror—evidenced in continued state policing of Arab and Muslim immigrant populations—Iraqi
Terps are compelled to secure their loyalty to the U.S. by monitoring the patriotism or potential danger of
other Iraqis. In the contested spaces of immigration interviews and refugee service agencies, Terps'
performances of mutual suspicions are triangulated through discourses of U.S. militarism relating to
“terrorism” and “sectarianism”—discourses that interpreters themselves inhabited and translated during the
occupation of Iraq. Socialities of suspicion like these are not altogether new in Iraq or the Iraqi diaspora;
citizen surveillance was a defining feature of the Baathist regime. For over thirty years under dictatorship,
Iraqis' monitored and reported on the patriotism of their relatives or neighbors. As this paper shows, such
historically situated socialities now unfold among U.S.-allied and U.S.- based Iraqis on the fraught discursive
terrain of U.S. militarism.
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9:00 AM
Tyea (Power) and the Good Life: Complexities of Energy Justice in Alaska

Chelsea Chapman, University of Wisconsin-Madison

In the late 2000s, a group of Alaska Native environmental justice workers traveled to Ecuador to provide a
counterpoint for indigenous groups who had recently been paid a visit by Alaska Native corporation, sent by
multinational oil company with interests in Alaska and Ecuador to promote corporate solutions to indigenous
land claims ala the 1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. Both shareholders and activists arrived during
the constitutionalization of the buen vivir or the good life, and subsequently brought it into conversation with
their own notions of justice. Intended to enact well-being beyond extractive capitalism, a right to the good
life includes people, publics, and the natural world. Political-economic critiques of corporatist and neoliberal
solutions to indigenous claims in Alaska are not new. To date, ‘justice' in Alaskan energy takes form in
shareholder dividends and corporate subsidies, preferential hire and no-bid contracts. Catastrophic
environmental change imbues regional renewable energy projects with rhetorics of justice, yet more than a
few of these are now notorious boondoggles. This paper foregrounds claims for (and complexities of) ‘the
good life' insurgent in energy justice contexts, including renewable energy development and ongoing claims
against property and environmental impoverishment in central Alaska. I suggest that the Athabascan concept
of tyea or energy/power, provides an important but tenuous means of articulating justice outside
encompassing capitalism. Claims to ‘the good life' extend existing notions of energy justice toward a
cosmological register in which justice cannot be disentangled from multiple conceptions of life, power and the
future.
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9:00 AM
Street Suspicion: Experts & Types in Post-9/11 New York City

Stephanie N Sadre-Orafai, University of Cincinnati

This paper broadly considers (a) expert practices of typification in post-9/11 New York City and (b) the
competing desires for and anxieties of visibility in public spaces that challenge and enable these practices.
Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork in the New York fashion industry, I compare street scouting, or the search
for non-professional "real people" models, with controversial police profiling practices, like stop-and-frisk.
Juxtaposing their different routes, interaction dynamics, and material effects, I explore how each produces
multiple forms of visibility and invisibility in commercial, carceral, and real and imagined public spaces.
Importantly, both types of practices are decidedly low-tech and work through embodied, sensory, and
affective forms of knowing: instincts, hunches, suspicion, and gut feelings. Further, despite their performative
consequences—laminating certain types to specific urban geographies—practitioners of each routinely frame
their utility using idioms of efficiency and "common sense." How are these relatively recent forms of expertise
codified and naturalized, and what parallels do they share with ethnographic modes of engagement?
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9:15 AM
The Third Colonial Invasion: Anti-Mining Activism and the Struggle for Justice in Guatemala

Katherine Fultz, University of Michigan

Debates over transnational mining projects in Guatemala grow out of the enduring legacies of colonialism and
civil war. Many Maya activists refer to the rising number of transnational mining projects as the “third colonial
invasion,” and thus view the violence associated with mining conflicts as a continuation of historical violence.
However, the discursive and legal tools that indigenous activists use to advocate for improved human rights
are also a part of these legacies, including Guatemala's ratification of International Labor Organization (ILO)
Convention 169 on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and new provisions for indigenous cultural rights in the
Guatemalan constitution. Advocating for one's “rights,” which are codified in international accords and
government documents, is an acceptable discursive strategy in what is still a highly contentious and violent
political environment. Justice, however, remains the seldom-articulated but implicit end-goal of the struggle.
Anti-mining activists strategically frame their arguments in terms of legal and cultural rights in seeking justice
for historical and current wrongs. In this paper, I will explore the ways that struggles for environmental
justice and human rights in Guatemala are inextricably tied to histories of colonial and civil war violence, both
in their root causes and in the tools activists draw on in these struggles. I will also compare and contrast
anti-mining activism with other justice- oriented movements in Guatemala, including those for civil war
reparations and the pan-Maya movement, to explore what “justice” would look like in Guatemala if such
movements were to succeed.
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Connie McGuire, University of California, Irvine
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9:30 AM
Sentience, Consciousness, Rights:  Cultural Perspectives On Animal and Human Entitlements

Parker Shipton, Boston University

Researchers and jurists concerned with animal wellbeing and harm, and with rights, draw varied distinctions
between human and animal entitlements. Often these rest on shaky assumptions or arbitrary judgments
about the cognitive, emotional, and communicative abilities of species. Many such assumptions are culturally
specific, and for many cultures and languages these understandings remain unstudied. Even research on
people for whom animals play central roles in subsistence or in social or religious life (for instance in marriage
or sacrifice) have typically failed to ask questions like what such people know, feel, or wonder – or do not --
about the perspectives or sentiments of those creatures. Anthropologists have much to contribute to this
study. Language and its use provide some clues on the classification of species and assumptions about their
minds. Some European, Native American, and African languages are compared in their use of personal and
impersonal nouns, pronouns, and names. In Bantu tongues, with noun classes and agreements, only some
species are classed with humans. Idioms of science, in whatever tongue, similarly reflect, and influence,
philosophical assumptions about minds. Research on animal capacities, using both ethological and
neuropsychological methods, has lately broadened beyond behaviorist (stimulus-response) modes. Human
symbolic communication has unique features. But not just humans have sentience or consciousness, or
society or culture – whatever inferences about rights might ensue in jurisprudence. Nor do terms like humane
and inhumane, implying kindness or empathy as distinctively human, or cruelty as animalistic, befit emerging
multispecies study.
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9:45 AM
Break

10:00 AM
In Pursuit of Justice: International Law and the Relatives of the Missing in Post-War Lebanon

Shea McManus, North Carolina State University

During the Lebanese civil wars (1975-1990), thousands of people went missing or were disappeared. After
the conflicts came to an end, the Parliament passed a general amnesty law, denying family members the
legal instruments necessary to obtain the truth or pursue justice for their loved ones. In 2007, the UN
Security Council mandated the establishment of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon to try suspects in the
assassination of former Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri, leading to perceptions of selective justice, especially in
relation to the missing and disappeared. Drawing on ethnographic research conducted in Lebanon, this paper
examines the social, political, and legal forms of activism through which the relatives of the missing and
disappeared have begun to contest their marginalization. It argues that their activism draws on transitional
justice and humanitarian discourses as a means to highlight state injustice, using international law as a tactic
of social and political protest through which to achieve a practical and procedural form of justice. While the
amnesty law precludes the pursuit of legal accountability, the families of the missing and disappeared assert
that they have a right to know the truth about the fate of their loved ones under international law, and that
the state has a duty to alleviate their suffering as victims of enforced disappearance. This paper analyzes the
domains in which their activism is taking place, and examines how their advocacy works to achieve practical
and procedural justice through an appeal to the authoritative discourses of transitional justice and
humanitarianism.

10:15 AM
On Care and Belonging: Historicity, Identity Politics, and the Limits of Justice in Darjeeling, India

Sarah Besky, University of Michigan

In Darjeeling, India, Indian Nepalis, or “Gorkhas,” have participated in two movements for recognition by the
Indian state. The first movement is for “Sixth Schedule” status, which would give individual Nepali ethnic
groups special rights under Indian law. The second movement calls for the formation of a separate, Nepali-
majority Indian state, “Gorkhaland.” In interviews and conversations with Gorkha tea workers, soldiers, and
domestic service workers, I noted that the English term “justice” was used almost exclusively in descriptions
of Gorkhaland and not of the Sixth Schedule. In this paper, I analyze the place of justice in Gorkha struggles
to identify themselves to one another and the state. I argue that justice and injustice became most salient
when Gorkhas rooted their identity in narratives about a history of labor, particularly the labor of care: care
for land (for tea workers), care for the nation (for retired soldiers), and care for others (for domestic
servants). Gorkhas based their demands for Gorkhaland on the idea that their care-work should be
reciprocated with rights to land, development, resources, and political autonomy. Among Gorkhas, however,
the association of “injustice” with unrequited care were not universally accepted. This framing of injustice
hinged upon nostalgic accounts of Nepalis' “just” relations with British colonizers and tea planters. The
recognition movement thus tended to fall back upon a-historical claims to indigenous rights. This tension
illustrates the troublesome ways in which notions of time and history both facilitate and limit “justice” as a
mobilizing force in identity politics.

10:30 AM
When Liberty Meets Justice: Libertarian Values and Environmental Justice Alliances On Staten Island

Melissa A Checker, City University of New York

Over half of the lives claimed by Hurricane Sandy in New York City were from the “forgotten borough" of
Staten Island. Long before the storm, local residents pressed government officials to address their
vulnerability to flooding, brought on by decades of overdevelopment. Now, in the hurricane's aftermath,
residents of Staten Island's south shore, famous as a bastion of white working class Libertarianism, are
demanding state-funded “buy outs” for flood damaged homes, and the return of their former residential
developments to wetlands. Somewhat surprisingly, African American and Hispanic environmental justice
activists from Staten Island's North Shore have joined their cause. They too spent years lobbying government
officials for better protection from the consequences of sea level rise and the dozens of toxic sites (including a
major uranium spill that was left untreated for over four decades) that border their neighborhood. Drawing on
five years of ethnographic research, this paper explores the political imaginaries and dynamics through which
activists forged this alliance and managed race, class and political divisions. My work points to a shared sense
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of disenfranchisement, betrayal, and outrage at governmental favoritism towards other boroughs, the
prioritization of corporate and financial interests over those of local residents, and state indifference to
ecological concerns. Low and middle income families on both shores found themselves tethered to
contaminated neighborhoods and flood-prone properties. Libertarian frames now incorporated a specific
vision of justice where freedom was predicated on the fulfillment of state obligations to protect both citizens
and the environment.

10:45 AM
Doing Justice and Seeking Freedom As Explanations for “Criminality”

Nina F Siulc, Rutgers University

This paper explores the meanings of “doing justice” and “being free” in the lives of adults who have been
convicted of crimes, incarcerated, and deported from the United States. Persons assigned to the criminal
deportee category often feel they have been participants in one-sided narratives crafted by powerful
institutions all their lives. Justice, as they imagined it, was never on their side, even when they often knew
they had violated terms of various laws. Participants' explanations of doing justice and freedom often diverge
dramatically from the laws practices, just as the types of justice prescribed by the law may not seem right or
fair when the power imbalance between social actors means some persons do not have equal access to the
mechanisms and protections of the law. Participants often described taking the law into their own hands in
order to achieve what we might name as quests for freedom or doing justice, not as it was defined under the
terms of various laws but in order to do right by others in their social networks. Justice and freedom became
categories participants used to explain why they engaged in criminalized activities, violated immigration laws,
were not deterred by the threat of incarceration, and disregarded state categorizations of them as dangerous,
criminal, or unworthy citizens. The paper reflects on how ethnographies of freedom may enable us to more
carefully document the meaning of “just” and “free,” especially in the lives of persons most affected by
various projects of governance.

11:00 AM
Discussant

Laura A Ogden, Florida International University

11:15 AM
Discussion
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1:45 PM
Denial and Danger: Alcoholism and Public Space in Tokyo

Paul Christensen, Union College

In Tokyo an admission of alcoholism and membership in a sobriety organization demands sustained individual
negotiation of public spaces and places as something newly and permanently dangerous. Based on fourteen
months of fieldwork with Tokyo sobriety organizations, this paper looks at how understandings of public space
shifts with admissions of alcoholism and sustained sobriety. Areas once regarded as fun and desirable - bars,
parks, sports stadiums among the most prominent examples - become dangerous through the presence, and
thus temptation, of alcohol. Such a reinterpreting also makes them places into which alcoholics can no longer
venture. As such, large swaths of Tokyo and other public spaces across Japan, spaces designated as areas for
recreation and rejuvenation, are denied to the alcoholic. Further complicating this reinterpretation is the
rendering of safety that is typically assigned to Japan's urban landscapes. In essence, what is fun, safe, and
desirable for the masses is dangerous, even deadly, for the alcoholic. Thus, such renderings of the lived
landscape work to marginalize both alcoholics and alcoholism as legitimate categories of identity and
affliction.

2:00 PM
The Dangers of Developing HIV Vaccines: Risk, Affect and the ‘end of AIDS’

Ryan Whitacre, UC San Francisco / UC Berkeley

Anthropological projects concerning HIV treatment and prevention or epidemiology more generally have
harnessed an analytic of risk and used it insightfully. For one, risk has opened the opportunity to think
critically about the neoliberal subject, endowed with a sense of autonomy and responsibility to manage
threats and susceptibilities in environments and reflect upon them. By thinking more about the instantiation
of this risk-bearing subjectivity, in this paper I ask how to conceive of danger in relation to risk as I attempt
to explore how danger, with its affective character, may breach the conceptual boundaries offered by risk. I
am particularly interested in understanding risks as exposures one encounters, acknowledges or apprehends,
and inquiring about the force behind such exposures. This force of risk is conceptualized as danger. In the
example I offer, risky sexual practices are thought of in relation to dangerous conceptions of HIV treatment in
the United States. Danger is communicated not because of a perceived lack of effectiveness, but rather,
because of a perceived advancement and sophistication of effectiveness. I highlight the case of HIV cure
research to illumine the ways HIV education, advocacy, and care organizations have diligently counteracted
fear and notions of risk to such an extent as to foster a degree of comfort. I suggest this comfort, this
disavowal of risk, poses dangers – the dangers of not taking risky sexual practices seriously; the dangers of
promising the end of AIDS; the dangers on the road to developing HIV vaccines.

2:15 PM
Representing Danger: Toward An Anthropology of Personal Jeopardy in Kingston, Jamaica

Anne M Galvin, St. John's University

Jamaica represents both the paradisiacal vacationer's retreat and one of the most dangerous places in the
Western Hemisphere. This duality reflects the fractured nature of the island, which possesses one of the
highest per capita homicide rates in the world- a state exacerbated by Jamaica's convenient location for drug
and weapons transshipment. To the tourist, and especially the American tourist, Kingston is demarcated as a
zone of danger that should be off limits to the international traveler. This demarcation suggests that even the
expectation of personal safety is itself a sort of privilege. In this paper, I explore interpretations of danger as
navigated by an American cultural anthropologist and her field informants in a garrison community in
Kingston, Jamaica. Jamaican garrisons are highly regulated environments with strictly maintained boundaries
that are patrolled by informal, armed, security details. These locations, originally formed in armed political
conflict, create unique understandings of danger in relation to distinctions of “inside” and “outside”
community borders. This research explores the relationship between Kingston residents' understandings of
“danger”, an American anthropologist's understanding of “danger”, and the ethical dilemmas that arise in
attempts to represent “dangerous” encounters ethnographically. This work examines the intersections of
global north/south relations, Euro-American and Afro-Caribbean gender normativities, and class inequality in
order to better understand how “danger” comes to be socially and personally defined and experienced. It also
works to develop a better understanding of the role and ethical considerations of the anthropologist while
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interpreting and representing experiences of “danger” in their research.

2:30 PM
Imagining Danger in and Out of the Lab: Microbiopolitics in Mexico

Emily Mannix Wanderer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Danger is ever present for scientists who work with pathogens. In Mexico, the emergence of H1N1 (swine)
influenza in the spring of 2009 cast the dangers and promises of biological research on infectious diseases in
new light. In this talk, based on ethnographic fieldwork in microbiology labs in Mexico City and with the
Mexican Biosecurity Association, I analyze how scientists conceptualized the danger of working with infectious
diseases. In the aftermath of the H1N1 epidemic, scientists in Mexico worked to establish the specific nature
of the danger of infectious disease and to adjust scientific practices, risk assessments, and notions of security
to fit the circumstances of biological research in Mexico. I argue that the biosecurity practices they engaged
in are placemaking – they define the characteristics of a place, as scientists make perceptible the elements
that would otherwise remain invisible, including the presence of particular microbes, viruses, and fungi.
Laboratories are key sites for understanding how biologists in Mexico produce evidence for the uniqueness of
Mexican populations and develop practices to protect these populations. As they work with pathogens,
scientists engage in microbiopolitics and make arguments about how to live with microbes. In addition,
Mexican public health officials and politicians argue for laboratories as a crucial tool for national security and
health. Focusing on the lab as a way to control disease casts the dangers of infectious disease as particular
kinds of risks - they may be global in scope, but can be solved through local, even micro, manipulations.

2:45 PM
Elusive Balance: Danger and Vigilance in Present-Day Russia

Anna Kruglova, University of Toronto

Dash-cam videos of the Chelyabinsk meteor provoked media interest and wonder at the seemingly
unemotional reactions of Russian drivers. The widespread conclusion was that “Russians must be just too
used to scary events”. Although Russia's mortality rate from external causes indeed ranks highest in the
world among countries not at war, Russians are not habituated to danger to the extent as to stop perceiving
it. On the contrary, in Russia, building correct moral and affective relationship with danger is culturally
central. Installing systematic controls, or buying insurance, is considered futile – and immoral. A proper
relationship with danger is that of unrelenting vigilance which combines controlling the situation through
just-in-time preventative action, with bearing witness to the immanent presence of the sublime. But vigilance
in itself can also be dangerous, liable to coalesce into articulated fear and thus trigger the very misfortune
one fears. The correct attitude is a balancing act of articulation and non-articulation, attention and
inattention, immediacy and mediation. Drawing on ethnographic and media materials, I show how
Chelyabinsk drivers are not "fearless" or "too used to everything" – rather, in the moment of danger, they are
carefully managing their subjectivities.

3:00 PM
Danger Reconfigured: School Shooters, Police Training and Muscle Memory

Michelle L Stewart, University of Regina

Based on ethnographic fieldwork with police in Canada, this paper will focus on a series of police training
programs meant to intervene on potential school-based violence. Underwritten with narratives of high profile
events like Columbine, and in the future Sandy Hook, these scenario-based, active shooter trainings require
officers to engage in live-fire weapons training alongside role playing in which they seek out fictive shooters
in abandoned buildings. Thinking about a mass shooting event on a school campus, officers run the hallways
and check rooms trying to locate “the threat.” Once isolated, officers take aim and fire f/x cartridges at the
fictive villain—a colleague will act as the shooter. Student volunteers run the hallway to simulate the chaos of
victims fleeing, pyrotechnics are deployed to imitate a fire, and plastic bodies lie in the hall to reproduce the
obstacles of injured bodies. The danger, we might assume, is the shooter. But is it? The presentation will take
the audience to these scenario trainings and boardroom presentations to untangle the ways in which danger
is being explored by police trainers. Here, danger is reconfigured as police are asked to “unlearn” their
training and adopt a new response to school-based threats. In these pedagogical zones what is most
dangerous becomes counter-intuitive as officers are told that they, themselves, are a problem and training is,
itself, a dangerous undertaking. This paper will investigate the double binds in these anticipatory spaces.

3:15 PM
Discussant

Laurence Ralph, Harvard University

3:30 PM
Break

3:45 PM
"Know the Warning Signs": The Emergence of Hoarding As Public Health Hazard

Katie Kilroy-Marac, University of Toronto Scarborough
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During the past several years, popular as well as professional conversations about hoarding have abounded in
North America. Questions about what constitutes hoarding and how this newly defined problem might best be
solved have preoccupied mental health care providers and TV talk show hosts alike. More recently, with the
reclassification of hoarding as a stand-alone disorder in the DSM-V, hoarding behavior has emerged as a
serious public health concern. Hoarders, we are told, lurk hidden among us, in numbers greater than
previously imagined, and the dangers of this behavior--both physical and psychological--should not be
underestimated. The urgency and ubiquity of the crisis are confirmed by popular hoarding TV shows as well
as frequent news reports of hoarding-related fires and deaths. Drawing on ethnographic research with
hoarding task forces, mental health specialists, and service providers in New York City and Toronto, my paper
examines the emergence of hoarding as a critical public health issue that generates particular forms of
discourse and elicits specific modes of intervention. I argue that the framework of hoarding-as-danger has set
into motion new regimes of self-surveillance as well as new directives regarding how we must monitor our
neighbors. From diagnostic quizzes in popular magazines to "know the warning signs" checklists and clutter
image rating scales, we are being implored to monitor the accumulation and ordering of "stuff" in brand new
ways. This current cultural preoccupation with hoarding, I suggest, reflects changing ideas about normative
consumption while also engendering new structures of affect and experience.

4:00 PM
Prepper Or Prepared Citizen: the Perception of Prepping Behavior in Media and Policy

Chad M Huddleston, Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

A prepper is an individual that is preparing for adverse conditions (natural disaster or event, medical
emergency, social collapse, etc.). To do this, preppers often spend time gaining skills and gathering materials
they feel are necessary to be ready for said events. Through my fieldwork over the past two years with
preppers in the Midwestern US, I have found that their preparations for dangerous potentialities are informed
by two things: current events and their created mythologies. While current events help to give a visceral
reality and rationalization to their behaviors, the myths they create and share amongst themselves help to
support those ideas. Further, the stories are instructive, in that they help preppers to know how to prepare
for possible dangerous events, people and situations. Over the past year, preppers have burst into the US
media as a new category of potential danger given the recent spate of violent incidents in the US that have
been attributed to people that engage in prepping activities. Thus, not only are preppers centers for gauging
and preparing for potential risks, but they have also become an object of potential danger within society. My
paper will discuss how preppers and some of their behaviors are being (re)constructed as dangerous by
media discourse and policy, as well as how preppers have begun to react to this shift in the social and
political landscape.

4:15 PM
Aiming for Zero: The Ambiguity of Low-Level Exposure to Radiation in Post-Fukushima Japan

Nicolas I Sternsdorff Cisterna, Harvard University

In the aftermath of the meltdown at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant, one of the most vexing questions
has been whether it is safe to continue living in the affected areas and consuming local food. The Japanese
government has repeatedly stated that there should be no significant health effects from low-level exposure
to radiation in the amounts currently being recorded, and that the situation is under control. Other experts,
however, caution that exposure to radiation always carries a risk, and that the science is inconclusive and
thus people would be well advised to be vigilant. Based on eighteen months of fieldwork in the aftermath of
the meltdown, I explore how groups of concerned citizens have interpreted the science of low-level exposure
to radiation, and how they seek to limit it. I argue that danger and uncertainty can also be thought of as a
lack of trust, and amongst my informants there was little trust for the official position. Thus, they seek to
limit their exposure to as little radiation as possible, regardless of where the government has set their safety
standards. I contrast this position to that of radiation experts I met who view the situation through different
lenses and are more comfortable with the current safety standards. I suggest that the line between safety
and danger is not just a question of scientific findings, but also of trust in the ability to discern between the
two in ambiguous situations.

4:30 PM
Unstable Attachments: The Promise of Bahaya in Highlands Papua, Indonesia

Jacob A Nerenberg, University of Toronto

Among Papuan speakers of Indonesian, the word ‘bahaya' (danger) is commonly used to indicate potency,
potential, or promising novelty. Clever people, new technologies, good ideas, or a tasty recipe can all be
‘dangerous'. Some observers trace the association of danger and potency to the traditional importance of
warfare prowess in constituting successful Melanesian leadership. Instead, I interpret the promise of bahaya
as a reflection of contemporary processes through which aspirations are attached to threatening figures. In
Papua's Central Highlands, most of the indigenous Dani population lives at the vulnerable margins of the
expanding urban economy. Multiple dangers stalk this landscape of chronic crisis: from repressive security
forces to an HIV/AIDS epidemic, malnutrition to sorcery. Ongoing expansions of commercial and governance
infrastructures are drawing the Dani to orient hopes and desires toward sites known to be dangerous. While
new government subdivisions bring public services as well as militarization, and a growing sex industry
entices customers while threatening them with deadly infection, the Papuan independence movement attracts
both hope and suspicion. Officials, politicians, and activists all promote visions of a future where existing
crisis is transcended – visions widely understood to gloss the proliferation of danger. I analyze the Dani's
keen awareness of the promise of bahaya as a condition for the capacity to face the future amidst chronic
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crisis, and as a harbinger of a global withdrawal of possibilities for safety.

4:45 PM
Daring and Desire: Experimentation and Exploration At High Altitude

Emily Brooks, University of California, Irvine

In focusing on risk society and probabilistic disaster culture, social scientists have tended to frame danger in
terms of trauma, crisis, and worst case scenarios. However, this negative mode of engagement fails to
explain the proliferation of technical danger cultures, in which danger emerges as the catalyst for positive,
transformative, and productive experiences. These highly specialized experiments with danger are not simply
fringe practices of voluntary risk management. Rather, they demonstrate the pursuit and activation of certain
combinations of desire, pleasure, and experimentation that materialize through encounters with dangerous
places, spaces, and things. Based on fieldwork conducted with high altitude medical practitioners, rescue
professionals, and recreational mountaineers in the United States, I examine danger and desire in the context
of high altitude exploration. I argue that, within this particular culture of expertise, the pleasures of danger
emerge in two ways: first, through the skilled execution of complex bodily practices; and second, through a
feeling that one has extended the potentiality of the human body within a high stakes experimental
environment. Building on this case study, I consider the ways in which purposeful encounters with desirable
danger shape identities, environmental subjects, and the production of experimental knowledge, both formal
and informal.

5:00 PM
The Insecure City: Mobile Negotiations of Space and Society in Beirut

Kristin Monroe, University of Kentucky

In the post-9/11 era, anthropologists have become increasingly concerned with developing a critical
anthropology of security that seeks to broaden our understanding of what security means and how it is
experienced. Ethnographic investigations of gated communities and biosecurity measures, practices of
militarization and ‘cultures of insecurity', among other topics, have examined how the paradigm of security
shapes not only statecraft and policy-making, but also ways of being in the world. In this paper, I build on
these studies by exploring discursive and experiential dimensions of danger and insecurity that surround
everyday navigations of public life in Beirut, Lebanon. These navigations have taken place during a period of
political violence and conflict that began in fall 2004, just over a decade after the end of civil war, and one
that has been further agitated by heightened regional tensions and the war in neighboring Syria. In this
context, the lives of Beirut's residents have been transformed by material and spatial mechanisms of security
such as barriers, checkpoints and the rerouting of traffic flow, as well as by anxieties about being caught up
amid battle lines drawn in public space between rival political groups and ideologies. Focusing on practices of
and ideas about mobility, I analyze how residents negotiate these and other forms of public danger. For, in
their considerations of when, where, and how to move through the city, residents of Beirut cope, contend
with, and conceive of various kinds of threats to their safety.

5:15 PM
Discussant

Heather A Paxson, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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Saturday, November 23, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
Boulevard A

RELIGION, EXCHANGE AND BLACKNESS

8:45 AM
A Critical Community-Based Response to the Crisis of Mass Incarceration

Orisanmi I Burton, The University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill

The Brooklyn-based Center For NuLeadership on Urban Solutions (CNUS) is a multi-racial, multi-gender
identifying public policy think-tank comprised of formerly incarcerated academic professionals. In the 1950s,
the United States prison population was 70 percent White. Today, it is nearly 70% Black and Latino
(Wacquant, 2002; The Sentencing Project). CNUS argues that this rapidly changing demographic does not
correspond to a change in the racial distribution of criminal activity; rather, it reflects a perverse change in
policing and sentencing strategies which use the “war on drugs” as a pretext to target poor people of color.
While it is true that today, this critique is gaining credibility, such was not the case in the 1970s when CNUS'
founder Eddie Ellis formed a study group from within Green Haven State Prison and published the “Seven
Neighborhoods Study,” which arrived at similar conclusions. Mullings (2009) and Aparicio (2008) have argued
that today's Black and Latino political formations reimagine the radical movements of the 1960s in order to
articulate new demands. This paper examines the ways in which CNUS members appropriate scientific,
political, and nationalist discourses in order to present themselves as experts in diverse spheres of practice.
For instance, CNUS is engaged in the elaboration of “human justice,” a theoretical framework which draws on
Human Rights and Human Development Theory to propose alternative visions for society. During my ongoing
research I have engaged in over 60 hours of participant observation, four-hours of life-narrative interviews
with key interlocutors, and document analysis of several CNUS materials.
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Saturday, November 23, 2013

10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Salon A-3

THE GENDER AND SEXUAL POLITICS OF SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS
Chair: Irina C Silber, City College of New York
Organizer: Jennifer A Goett, Michigan State University
Organizer: Vivian A Newdick, The University of Texas at Austin
Discussant: Daniel M Goldstein, Rutgers University

10:15 AM
Security and Rights In the After of War

Irina C Silber, City College of New York

More than twenty years have passed since the signing of United Nations brokered peace accords that ended
the Salvadoran civil war (1980-1992) between FMLN insurgents and the Salvadoran ARENA government.
Research conducted since the mid 1990s has led to important work on a period that anthropologist Ellen
Moodie cogently discusses as the “aftermath of peace” which is characterized by an anxious and depoliticized
uncertainty that resignifies violence discursively into common crime (2010). This paper builds upon my
longitudinal research with self- identified former insurgents in the warzone of Chalatenango, many who find
themselves in the United States as unauthorized migrants who I argue redefine the meanings of war, peace
and hopes for democracy. This paper seeks to develop a “critical anthropology of security” (Goldstein 2010)
through a particular Salvadoran case where neither the discourse of human rights nor the explosion of
“security talk” emerges in the conversations of everyday diasporic Chalateco life. What does this lack of talk
suggest? Where does a history of militancy fit within vast transnational “securityscapes” (Zilberg 2011) and in
a moment in which Didier Fassin (2011) convincingly describes as marked by a moral politics of compassion?
To answer these questions, this paper ethnographically explores the gendered trajectories of a Chalateco
migrant family and the divergent paths taken between siblings.

10:30 AM
Gangster, Guerilla, Soldier, Cop:  Violence and Masculinity Between the Americas

Elana Zilberg, University of California San Diego

This paper examines the articulation of violence and masculinity through the production of the so-called
"transnational gang crisis" between the United States and Central America. It provides a gendered analysis of
the "neoliberal securityscapes" produced at the intersection of global capitalism and the combined effects of
immigration, criminal and antiterrorist law. The "securityscape" (Weldes et al 1999, Gusterson 2004) allows
us to see how national security policy and militarism remain an important part of local and transnational life.
Neoliberal securityscapes here include the patterns of circulation that result from the effort of states to police
and control the spatial mobility of subjects considered to be dangerous during a period characterized by
neoliberal restructuring and subject making. Drawing from Charles Tilly, the paper situates gangland rivalry,
policing and war making on a continuum of criminalized and state sanctioned violence. The figures of the
gangster, guerilla, soldier and cop invariably conjure up masculine images and so raise a number of
questions: What is the relationship between these various masculinities and how are they related to the
structure of states, and national, race, class and gender hierarchies? Very often these variants of masculine
subjects represent the limited range of options available to "poor brown men." How do these structural
conditions influence these masculinities? What does the demise of one masculinity and the ascendancy of the
another at different historical junctures tell us about state and global projects? How are gender and sexuality
intertwined with those projects?

10:45 AM
The Public-Private Architecture of Security

Vivian A Newdick, The University of Texas at Austin

This paper argues that an anthropology of security must embrace a spatio-temporal analysis that troubles,
rather than retains, the public-private divide. This feminist approach will better explain different kinds of
self-governance and violence. Based on longitudinal research with the Zapatista movement, this thesis draws
upon both the gendered and racialized forms of occupation that the Mexican military has established in its
counterinsurgency against the Zapatistas, as well as a gendered analysis of Zapatista self-rule. I examine
first-hand accounts of the Mexican Federal Army's occupation of Zapatista territory to contend that the Army
exercised a form of “domestic violence” which politicized the distribution of food and insinuated itself into
local face-to-face relations of intimacy and enmity, leading to an infamous multiple perpetrator rape of
Zapatista women at an Army checkpoint. I argue that the gendered governance of the place of residence and
racialized discourses of legitimate domesticity must be central to our analyses of individual and collective acts
of violence in the name of security. This gendered approach to the anthropology of security is a necessary
addition to Goldstein's 2012 concept of “race-space-time.”

11:00 AM
Gendered Asylum and Transborder Structures of Violence
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Lynn M Stephen, University of Oregon

This paper explores the arguments, strategies, and concepts employed in three cases of Mexican indigenous
immigrant women seeking political asylum in the U.S. While their court cases are based on documentation of
domestic violence directed against them as individuals and the manifestation of “symptoms” of domestic
violence such as PTSD and depression, the domestic violence they experienced is part a larger context of
transborder violence which includes criminal and/or ethnic violence. Their unprotected status in the U.S. as
“immigrant aliens” effectively criminalizes their very existence and day to day living in the United States. The
U.S., Mexico and Central America share linked political, economic, and legal processes and spaces which have
integrated sophisticated and vast transnational criminal enterprises centered on drug, gun, and human
smuggling businesses. These criminal networks have permeated the central institutions of states including the
armed forces, police forces, justice systems, elections, and political parties. They also reach deep into the
communities where immigrant indigenous women live in the U.S., giving them no place to hide from the
interlocking violence many face.

11:15 AM
The ‘War On Drugs’ and State Sexual Violence in Nicaragua

Jennifer A Goett, Michigan State University

Most violence in Afro-Nicaraguan communities follows a gendered pattern. Men are most affected by violence
associated with the intensification of the drug trade, while women and girls are most likely to be harmed by a
social intimate inside their homes. Men and women also have distinct experiences of state violence that are
conditioned by their socially differentiated subject positions and sexually differentiated bodies. This paper
examines a case of soldier sexual abuse of children that occurred in an Afro-Nicaraguan community after the
mestizo state militarized the Atlantic Coast to police the transnational drug trade. Community testimony
reveals that women and men experienced militarization in distinct ways even as the occupation subjected all
community spaces and bodies to forms of racial domination that were deeply sexual. For women, the state
was sexually aggressive and predatory. This aggression also had a spatial expression: soldiers bathed nude in
public settings, propositioned women at their traditional washing site, and followed girls as they went to fetch
water. Here state power was felt as a territorializing force that occupied and regulated space in ways that
reflect the same race and gender hierarchies that structure political life beyond the community. The
aggressive sexualization of women and girls also translated into efforts to dominate and sexually humiliate
men, who responded by asserting alternative forms of patriarchal authority. Ethnographic attention to these
processes reveals how racial and patriarchal state power works on socially differentiated subjects to incite
varied forms of resistive consciousness and action.

11:30 AM
Discussant

Daniel M Goldstein, Rutgers University

11:45 AM
Discussion
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Saturday, November 23, 2013

1:45 PM - 3:30 PM
Waldorf Room

BODYING FORTH IN LAW
Chair: Kevin G Karpiak, Eastern Michigan University
Organizer: Sameena Mulla, Marquette University
Organizer: Sidharthan Maunaguru, National University of Singapore
Discussant: Veena Das, Johns Hopkins University

1:45 PM
Hindu Temples: Charity Or Terrorism? A Criteria for Acknowledgement of the Suffering Within the Courtrooms

Sidharthan Maunaguru, National University of Singapore

The civil war in Sri Lanka has displaced thousands of Tamils, forcing them to flee to sites like the UK.
Consequently, Tamils have established many Hindu temples in the UK over the years. These temples have
become not only places of religious worship but also hubs for the expression of the political views of the
Tamils, and for the collecting and transmitting of funds to Tamils in Sri Lanka for purposes of relief and
rehabilitation. Recently, temples have met with complaints against them filed with the Charity Commission
and alleging the non-accountability of funds. A number of Charity Commission inquiries were set up to
investigate the management of funds by members of the temple community—in particular, the possible
transmission of money to the LTTE, which after 2001 was proscribed as a terrorist organization in the UK.
These disputes represent the raw rift in the Sri Lankan community, and have found their way into the courts.
Before the courts, the parties must make assertions using the criterion for care for a community suffering
under conditions of war. This criteria of care is juxtaposed with the criteria for terrorism. By looking at the
court's cases and documents that circulated between the charity commission and temple authorities, I trace
how the credibility of pain and suffering of a community try to find acknowledgement against the exclusion of
‘terrorism'. How do accused members of temple body forth the community's pain and suffering as way to
foreground their charity activities within the legal space?

2:00 PM
Unto the Breach: Freelance Performing Artists and Labor Arbitration

Christine M Hegel-Cantarella, Western Connecticut State

This paper examines arbitration proceedings pertaining to freelance employment contracts for designers,
directors, actors, writers and others in the performing arts. The agreements emanating from the guilds and
unions under whose protection freelance artists fall stipulate that disputes regarding the terms of
employment contracts must be submitted to voluntary labor arbitration. In New York, these contractual
disputes are forwarded to American Arbitration Association, one research site within a larger project on
employment contracts in the performing arts. This is an examination of the “bodying forth of words” (Das
1997) as parties seek acknowledgement of breach of contract and the suffering linked to loss of wages or
potential earnings, harm to reputation or bodily harm, disputes over creative control, etc., towards an
examination of the particular vulnerabilities ‘talent' experience in their relationships with commercial
producers. The repertoires of argumentation and claim-making employed in the courts, particularly in the civil
courts, converge with those found in formal arbitration. Hence, the kinds of discursive performances that
unfold in civil courts can likewise be observed in arbitration offices, where parties seek to interpret
agreements, articulate versions of events, and prove harm towards obtaining a favorable resolution. This
paper will attend to the specific implications of such discursive performances for those in the performing arts,
for whom ‘voice' has particular resonance as an ideal of creative singularity, acts of expression are tenuously
associated with 'truth,' and the predominating ethics of collaboration, trust, and interpersonal connection run
counter to voicing formal complaint related to contractual terms.

2:15 PM
When My Body Is Against My Voice: Law, Disability and Agency in Sexual Abuse Cases

Young-Gyung Paik, Korea National Open University

Corporeal evidence has seen essential to the successful claims of pain and suffering in the legal realm. In
order for one to successfully voice suffering through the institutions of law, the words of pain must be verified
by the corresponding evidences of embodied harms. Yet, what if only the person's physical condition becomes
the indisputable grounds for adjudications, while every word of disputants falls under suspicion about their
intention? What if the state of one's disability is already seen as a proof of the person's desires and capacity
to consent to sex, but at the same time, of not being worthy for marriage? Drawing on a detailed analysis of
a recent sexual abuse case filed by a complainant with severe physical and verbal handicaps in South Korea,
this paper explores a series of legal predicaments that she had to face in addressing her suffering from
betrayed relationship, unwanted pregnancy and consequential childbirth. In this case, as the personal
relationship was perceived as a domain full of ambivalence and ambiguities, the voice constructed through
the words was distrusted. In contrast, regarded as not being mediated by the language, only the somatic
condition could acquire the status of objective facts and reliable legal evidences. By closely examining these
moments of the body being read against the voice, this paper seeks to expand the possible implications of
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the “bodying forth in law” in the context of agency, sexuality and disability.

2:30 PM
"Can You Tell Me the Difference Between the Truth and a Lie?" The Child's Voice On Trial

Sameena Mulla, Marquette University

This paper examines the testimony of a child witness in a sexual assault trial. Attorneys in the U.S. frequently
argue that child witnesses are naïve and highly imaginative, and may not possess the ability to discern the
real from the imaginary. Prosecutors, on the other hand, must frequently depose and summon child
witnesses to the stand in sexual assault cases. How, then, do prosecutors at trial overcome the notion that
the child is an unreliable witness? Sexual assault cases are further complicated by the necessity of having the
child attest to participation in sex acts of which they must have “only a child's” understanding. While the law
requires a level of specificity about the acts that have transpired, the very qualities that make the child
unreliable must be preserved in the child's narration of sex acts. Using a detailed analysis of a 2012 sexual
assault trial in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, I show how the prosecutor engages the child in dialogue within the
space of the courtroom to demonstrate her ability to discern the real from the imagined. Leading the child
witness through five hours of testimony, the prosecutor further entrenched the child's reliability by having the
child attest to a detailed account of her daily life, and the way the ordinary events of the day-to-day unfold
into the quotidian details of her victimization. The child's testimony was further entwined with prosecutorial
exhibits of ordinary objects that made her word body forth into the world of the courtroom.

2:45 PM
Spoken Into Presence: Differential Materialization, Embodiment and Subjectification in the Sepur Zarco
Hearings, Guatemala

Silvia Posocco, Birkbeck, University of London

In September 2012, fifteen Maya Q'echi' women and three men appeared as witnesses in the Tribunal de
Mayor Riesgo (High Risk Court) in Guatemala City. The hearings related to events that took place in a military
base near the village of Sepur Zarco, Izabal, between 1982 and 1986, and were framed as the first major
case of sexual violence committed by the Army during the Guatemalan conflict (1960-1996) to reach the
courts, as well as the first case of sexual and labor slavery in armed conflict ever to be heard in a national
court. Drawing on ethnographic research at selected hearings, in this paper, I examine how the figures of a
woman, Dominga Coc, and her two daughters, Anita and Hermelinda, emerge in the court proceedings.
Focusing on the partial scene of the court hearings, I ask what processes of subjectification and
desubjectificaton – with their differential affective registers and logics of evidence – may be at stake in the
declarations of the witnesses, the mediations of the translators, the occasional interventions of the
psychologists, the lines of questioning deployed by the legal teams of the prosecution and the defense.
Further, I consider what kinds of processes of ‘bodying forth' - with their respective possibilities and limits -
may be at stake in the declarations of the different parties, siting Dominga Coc on the riverbank washing
Army uniforms under duress, or as the body of the forensic exhumation – precariously positioned between
remembrance and oblivion, gradually being spoken into presence.

3:00 PM
Discussant

Veena Das, Johns Hopkins University

3:15 PM
Discussion
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Sunday, November 24, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
Continental B

OUT of the MARGINS: DRUGS, PUBLICS, AND the SOCIAL IMAGINARY
Chair: Scott D Stonington, Harvard Medical School
Organizer: Alfred J Montoya, Trinity University
Discussant: William C Garriott III, Drake University

8:00 AM
Marginal Slippage: Opioid Analgesics and the Changing Landscape of Illegality in Chronic Pain Management
for the US Safety Net

Kelly R Knight, University of California - San Francisco

Chronic, non-cancer pain affects 25% of American adults. It is a leading cause of disability and exorbitant US
health care costs, exceeding cancer, heart disease, and diabetes combined in annual expenditures. Safety
net, primary care providers recognize that substance-using patients are more likely to report chronic pain
than other patient populations. Yet, prescribing opioid analgesics (e.g. OxyContin, Vicodin, Percocet) to poor,
substance users can risk the diversion of those medications into illegal drug economies. The social
consequences of this diversion risk are wide-reaching, and engage multiple publics. Pain patients must
comply with the use of clinical surveillance technologies in order to monitor their opioid analgesic adherence
and evidence medication misuse. Medical professionals are routinely audited and face legal adjudication by
insurance companies and state bodies for “over-prescribing” opioid analgesics. Finally, the US has
experienced a significant increase in overdose deaths resulting from the “non-medical use” of opioid
analgesics that circulate in illegal drug markets. Opioid analgesics have become boundary objects (Bowker
and Starr, 1999), marking the contested difference between drug legality and illegality, as they travel from
the clinic to the streets. As such, chronic pain management for substance users offers an example of
“marginal slippage.” Control over the degree of opioid analgesic marginality is now central to current debates
about chronic pain management. Using ethnographic interview and mediated data sources, I will examine
how multiple publics (clinicians, patients, adjudicators, and the general public) are constructed and embroiled
in the clinical and social consequences of US chronic pain management.

8:15 AM
On Marginality: Poverty and the Social Scripting of the “Paco Problem” in Argentina

Shana Harris, National Development and Research Institutes

In the late 1990s, drug users in Argentina started smoking and sniffing a substance called cocaine base
paste. Known locally as “paco,” this drug is the highly corrosive and toxic residue leftover from the cocaine
production process. Argentina's changing role in the international drug trade is often cited as the key to
understanding this rise in paco use. Over the last decade, the U.S.-led crackdown on drug manufacturing in
Latin America has incited cartels in major cocaine producing countries to make the drug in Argentina, a
country previously considered solely a country of drug transit. As a result, cocaine production sites and paco
have simultaneously spread across the country. Paco use, in fact, has been documented across Argentina's
socioeconomic classes. Users from the middle and upper classes, however, do not receive nearly as much
attention as their poor counterparts. The Argentine government, civil society organizations, and local and
international media outlets all draw associations between paco and marginalized populations. As a result,
paco is socially-scripted as a “drug of the poor.” This paper explores the role of “marginality” in the framing
of the “paco problem” in Argentina. It draws critical attention to the ways in which “the marginal” is at the
center of this discussion, and examines the mechanisms by which marginality is (re)produced in this
particular context. In doing so, this paper challenges us to consider what we might be missing analytically by
focusing exclusively — or too closely — on marginality in our studies of drugs and poverty.

8:30 AM
OD: A Historical Genealogy of Opioid Overdose in the Discourse of Marginalization

Nancy D. Campbell, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Overdose (OD) has consistently been represented as a ‘limit case' in modern clinical, cultural, and scientific
discourse on opioid use. Although it has been possible since the early 1950s to reverse opioid overdose using
a class of drugs called “narcotic antagonists,” reading the cultural text of opioid overdose reveals a great deal
about how drug discourses make social order and symptomatically signal social disorder. This paper traces a
history of convergences, conflations, and bifurcations of ‘medical' / ‘non-medical' and licit / illicit drug use in
the United States, using OD as a discursive object. The paper will situate OD within the historical and cultural
contexts of its production—and its continual relegation to the margins of experience. As “prescription drug
abuse” widens within a multiplicity of local drug economies, OD cannot help but be remade through harm
reduction activism, drug policy reform, and increased efforts to prevent preventable death. This paper
situates recent efforts to persuade police and other drug law enforcement to adopt intranasal narcotic
antagonists within a historical genealogy of the discourse of OD as a specific form of clinical and social
marginality.

8:45 AM
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From Trong Diem to Nhan Ai: Drugs, Unimagined Communities and Nation-Making in Vietnam

Alfred J Montoya, Trinity University

This paper will explore post-1975 Vietnamese nationalism as it consolidated itself by reference to drug-use as
corrosive to “traditional” Vietnamese values and a result of foreign contamination, particularly within the
so-called “social evils” and “three reductions” campaigns of the 1990s and early 2000s. These campaigns
targeted tens of thousands of drug users for internment in a network of poorly maintained reeducation camps
scattered throughout Vietnam. This paper will consider the place of such “unimagined communities” in the
consolidation of Vietnam's late 20th century political, ethical and social vision of itself, and the consequences
for bodies and biologies of this vision. Not least among these was the entrenchment and spread of HIV
among vulnerable communities of injection drug users and the normalized violence inflicted upon these
communities of addicted bodies. The paper, based on archival research and my fieldwork with drug users and
sex workers in Vietnam, will trace the way that certain populations, circulations and economies were actively
made discursively and practically invisible (or outright purged) in the service of a specific state-centered
vision of a Vietnamese public and Vietnam's future.

9:00 AM
Hailing the Everyday Back From the Margins:  History, Drugs and Violence As Usual

Jeffrey Schonberg, University of California, San Francisco and Berkeley

My Oakland, California neighborhood, a historically African American community, has endured a legacy of
U.S. apartheid violence. These racist actions--whether through abject neglect of the pre-World War years; to
the scorched earth urban renewal projects of the 1960's and 1970's; through the crack boom of the late
1980's and early 1990's—continues to resonate in the day-to-day in a homicide rate that is almost five times
that of the rest of the United States—mostly of young, African American young adults with connections to the
drug trade. At the same time, a dramatic demographic shift has been in effect. This change is occurring
through policies that promote gentrification and fosters a rhetoric steeped in a nostalgic memory with an
effort to displace this legacy of violence. Yet the relationship between drugs, racism and the everyday in my
Oakland neighborhood fortifies a part of the social fabric. And this relationship is far from seamless, despite a
discourse of change that tries to make it so. Through a comparison of two drug-related homicides to which I
am intimate, I hope to reveal how illicit drugs fray the seams when they are revealed as not defining the
margin, but hail a violence as usual in the everyday experiences of a conflicted community.

9:15 AM
Discussant

William C Garriott III, Drake University
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Sunday, November 24, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
PDR 1

URBAN CONFLICTS AND TRANSFORMATIONS

9:15 AM
Youth, Stigma, and Security in Toronto’s Regent Park, 1969-1979

Ryan K James, York University

This work of historical ethnography foregrounds youthful memories of Canada's oldest social housing complex
from the pivotal period of the 1970s. Though Toronto's Regent Park had once been celebrated as an
innovative “slum clearance” initiative, it was derided as a failed experiment in planning by 1968. This
exacerbated a stigma already faced by residents, and in the 1970s Regent Park was targeted by a new range
of experiments in policing, social work, and community organizing purported to alleviate the effects of this
alleged failure. These interventions were often made in the name of the protection and moral regulation of
Regent Park youth. In interviews conducted in 2012, participants' memories of the 1970s ranged from wistful
to embittered, and portrayed a community that was conflicted but resilient in its dealings with powerful
outside interests and ideologies. This presentation focuses on the agency of young people in navigating the
everyday effects of a harsh economy and an enduring stigma, and recounts the significance of key moments
such as an awkward relationship between Regent Park and a broader law-and-order agenda in response to
the sexual predators who seemed to target children in low-income areas disproportionately; a series of
complex conflicts among youth that were hastily labelled “race riots” by the media; and a campaign against
the classist “streaming” of Regent Park children into a lower-status school program. This research is part of a
larger study of the shifting interactions between planning, political economy, and young peoples' everyday
lives in Regent Park since 1945.

2013 Annual Meeting http://aaa.confex.com/aaa/2013/schedule/print.cgi

53 of 61 10/23/13 11:34 AM



Sunday, November 24, 2013

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM
Continental B

OUT of the MARGINS: DRUGS, PUBLICS, AND the SOCIAL IMAGINARY
Chair: Scott D Stonington, Harvard Medical School
Organizer: Alfred J Montoya, Trinity University
Discussant: William C Garriott III, Drake University

9:30 AM
Discussion
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10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Salon A-2

POLICE, PRISONS & CRIMINAL JUSTICE in ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

10:15 AM
“Just Filling Out Paperwork”: Ethnographic Notes On Police Records of Missing Persons

Leticia Carvalho de Mesquita Ferreira, Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV)

Despite public concern about people going missing in international armed conflicts or critical episodes of
internal violence, thousands of people are reported missing each year in the cities of different countries,
under what one would describe as peaceful circumstances. Agglomerated under the single category missing
persons, abductions of children by one of their parents, people with amnesia or dementia that go missing,
young runaways fleeing from public care or from their families residence, unidentified victims of different
sorts of crime and adults who intentionally leave without informing their families represent a significant
portion of the dramas that challenge police officers, social workers and governments officials on a daily basis.
The paper analyses police records on missing persons registered and filed within police stations of Rio de
Janeiro from 2005 to 2009. Drawing from fieldwork in a police station, it argues that police reports on missing
persons are not only material traces of the facts therein registered, but also driving forces for two main
processes through which missing persons cases are managed by public agencies in contemporary Brazil. The
first process is the statement of position towards the cases by police officers, out of the pair of opposites
family issues and police issues. The second, which makes sense within the framework of the first, is the
delegation of responsibilities to the families of the missing, who ultimately manage and even solve the cases
by means of commitments, obligations and affections.
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Sunday, November 24, 2013

10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Salon A-3

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, MOBILITY, AND SOVEREIGNTY
Chair: Gabriella Sanchez, Border Crossing Observatory, Monash University
Organizer: Niklas Hultin, Cambridge University
Discussant: Miguel Diaz-Barriga, University of Texas-Pan American

10:15 AM
Beyond Burriers: Gender and The Flexible Transnational Cocaine Commodity Chain

Stephanie M Campos, CUNY Graduate Center

This paper will explore how the transnational cocaine commodity chain (TCCC) exploits the labor of poor
women in Peru. Gender subordination in this Andean nation devalues the work of women; consequently they
earn less than men and many work in occupations that are unstable and poorly paid. As the same time,
women are often the primary caretakers of children. The TCCC takes advantage of this situation as it recruits
women into the low-level work of transporting and selling cocaine. Some poor women enter the TCCC as a
survival strategy. This labor is insecure and highly vulnerable to surveillance, arrest and subsequently
incarceration. Confinement is a tactic used by the TCCC once these workers are no longer needed or when
they become a threat to the day-to-day operation of drug trafficking. This is one way the TCCC uses the
prison as a way to survive and expand. A gendered analysis of this commodity chain allows us to recognize
another dimension of its flexibility. This presentation will be based on dissertation fieldwork conducted in the
Santa Monica women's prison in Lima, Peru.

10:30 AM
Narcos and Narcs: Transnational Crime and Militarized Policing On the South Texas-Mexico Border

Santiago I Guerra, Colorado College

According to most reports by government officials and scholars, including the Office of National Drug Control
Policy, the United States is the largest consumer of narcotics in the world. Due to its proximity to the United
States, Mexico has filled the role as the premier drug supplier for American drug consumers, transforming the
United States-Mexico Border into a High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area. Increased smuggling along the
U.S.-Mexico border in the twenty-first century has resulted in the increased policing and militarization of the
border. The interrelated practices of militarization, policing and smuggling have become an integral part of an
ever-evolving borderlands' existence as many border residents have become active participants in the drug
war as drug smugglers and policing agents. The South Texas-Mexico borderlands have undergone a process
of what I refer to as “narcoization,” a term that encompasses all aspects of social and cultural life related to
the drug trade and drug policing. Drug traffickers and drug enforcement officers are involved in a dialectical
process where their “work” and activities influence one another, and it is a significant component of the
narcoization of the Mexico-United States borderlands. In this paper, I analyze the current wave of violence
along the South Texas-Mexico border to highlight how drug trafficking organizations have adapted to policing
practices as part of the ongoing War on Drugs and transformed into transborder-militarized-criminal-
organizations. In the process, I reveal the detrimental effects of escalating border militarization, and also
highlight the “expendability” of residents in the militarized Mexico-United States borderlands.
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10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Salon A-2

POLICE, PRISONS & CRIMINAL JUSTICE in ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

10:30 AM
Ironies of Compassion in Catalan Criminal Justice Practice

Johanna I Römer, New York University

Anthropologies of confinement stress oppressive force and violent exercise of power. However the
relationships that develop in penal contexts stressing rehabilitation and reinsertion blur the boundaries
between care, abuse, violence, intimacy and objectification. After the fall of the Franco dictatorship, Catalonia
assumed control over the administration of its prisons, building a humanitarian and rehabilitative penitentiary
system. Constant contact in education, treatment, recreation and other types of activities creates unexpected
intimacies between inmates and prison staff. This paper argues that ethnographies of criminal justice
contexts should be brought into dialogue with an anthropology of domestic and intimate life. It suggests that
that care and intimacy should not be seen as an absence of power but as its instrument as well.

10:45 AM
Dignifying prisons : Discourse and Practices of Rights in French Jails

Yasmine B Bouagga, EHESS (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales)

This communication explores the practical implication of the human rights discourse in France's prisons with
specific attention to the notions of “dignity” and individualized treatment. Under the influence of the European
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights, recent national laws have stressed the obligation of prison
administration to improve the treatment of prisoners (framed as “clients of a public service”), introduced new
legal procedures to guarantee prisoners' rights, and set criteria of “moral performances” in the operation of
jails. At the same time, harsher criminal laws have undermined these claims for moralizing the treatment of
prisoners, by aggravating overpopulation, and by targeting specifically young nonwhite male offenders.
Intertwining the study of jurisprudence and political reform on the one hand, and an ethnography of effective
practices inside Parisian jails on the other hand, this communication aims at showing how class, gender and
race come into play to account for localized interpretations of the universal categories of law. Thus, it
contributes to the analysis of polysemous processes in state institutions (control/humanitarianism,
citizenship/exclusion) and the plural ways in which they both exert and regulate power over subjects.
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10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Boulevard A

PROTECTIVE STATES: ETHNOGRAPHIES OF VIOLENCE AND OUTREACH IN NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA

10:45 AM
The Act of Listening to "Battered" Women: An Ethnographic Comparison of Police and Emergency
Practitioners' Responses in São Paulo, Brazil

Rocío Alonso Lorenzo, São Paulo University
Beatriz Accioly Lins de Almeida, Universidade de São Paulo - University of Sao Paulo

Since the Maria da Penha Law (2006), the first federal criminal domestic violence law in Brazil, domestic
violence has come to be seen from a harder penalization viewpoint. The law presumes women as victims and
promotes the articulation of mechanisms that inhibit physical, psychological, sexual, and patrimonial "family
and domestic violence". As a consequence, new public spaces have been created since then in order to
respond to the victims' complaints in more gender-conscious ways. Taking the concepts of judicialization and
humanization as starting points, this paper seeks to discuss comparatively how these processes happen
simultaneously in two different places, a women's police station and a hospital emergency unit that assist
victims of domestic violence, both located in São Paulo. The paper uses multi-sited ethnography insights to
explore the irony that results from trying to humanize and engender the relationship between officers and
claimants in spaces highly constrained by scarce resources and strong bureaucratic pressures.
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10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Salon A-3

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, MOBILITY, AND SOVEREIGNTY
Chair: Gabriella Sanchez, Border Crossing Observatory, Monash University
Organizer: Niklas Hultin, Cambridge University
Discussant: Miguel Diaz-Barriga, University of Texas-Pan American

10:45 AM
“Na Game”:  Nigerian National Identity As Protagonist and Globalization As Antagonist in the Performance of
Advanced Fee Fraud and the Yahoo Boy in Songs and Nollywood Films

Kamela S Heyward-Rotimi, Osun State University

The criminal exploits of Yahoo boys and girls are staged in Nigerian entertainment media (popular songs,
television stories, and Nigerian film). Nollywood is an example of entertainment media that casts Yahoo boys
and girls in stories symbolizing a battle between traditional Nigerian practices, morality, and globalization.
This extralegal activity also known as Game, 419, and Yahoo-Yahoo, is a major part of the national discourse
that addresses Nigerian youth aspiring to global materialism while disparaging Nigerian tradition and work
ethic. In the sitting rooms of Nigerian homes, in Nigerian newspaper columns, and on social media discussion
forums and blogs multigenerational debates suggests that the Yahoo boys and the subsequent Yahoo culture
threatens the national identity. The elders of communities experience Yahoo activity and the symbol of the
Yahoo boy less the next generation of Nigeria's colonial and postcolonial legacy of corruption more
symptomatic of Nigeria's national agenda of cultural preservation challenged by the influx of foreign
practices. In this paper, I consider the cultural politics relating to Nigerian identity articulated in the
Nollywood story lines and popular songs about 419 and the Yahoo boy. Of particular interest is whether the
national debates about the marginal yet critical involvement of Nigerian youth in cybercrime conveyed in the
Nollywood story lines and songs are “counter hegemonic cultural politics of resistance” (Visweswaran 2010:
14). Drawing from an ethnographic study of 419 scams and youth culture in southwest Nigeria, this paper
aims to contribute to critical analyses of globalization, transnational crime and national identity.

11:00 AM
Anticipation, Detection, and Crime in West African and US Gun Control

Niklas Hultin, Cambridge University

This paper, based on research with hunters and small arms control activists in the Gambia, examine how
transnational criminal threats are anticipated and detected. It contrasts hunters' use of spells and “jujus” to
detect criminal activity with the development of a technocratic “early warning system” by NGOs. This contrast
paves the way for three arguments: firstly, these constitute different practices of detection premised on
different underlying notions of the social conditions that enable crime and how these can be anticipated.
Secondly, consistent with work by Hoffman and Ferme, Hellweg, and others on hunters in West Africa, this
paper shows how their participation as the “eyes and ears” of small arms control feeds into a
self-understanding of being professional hunters. Thirdly, the paper develops the idea of “detection” as an
important, if underused, heuristic devise in contemporary discussions of surveillance, control, and security,
on the one hand, and mobility, flows, and movement, on the other hand. It argues for the inadequacy of
surveillance as a concept when it comes to transnational crime in favour of a multi-pronged concept of
detection and contrasts the West African findings on point with the ongoing debate over 3d printed guns and
“undetectable weapons” in the US.
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10:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Salon A-2

POLICE, PRISONS & CRIMINAL JUSTICE in ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

11:00 AM
Paper Crimes: The Violence of Bureaucracy in a Brazilian Juvenile Prison

Kristen Drybread, University of São Paulo/ NEV

This paper studies practices of institutional record keeping and prisoner evaluation at a juvenile detention
center in northeastern Brazil called the Center for Adolescent Social Adjustment (CASA). Its goal is to
understand how procedures for monitoring, recording, and evaluating inmate behavior contributed to
criminalizing particular detainees and inciting them to violence. To this end, the paper examines how secrecy,
repetition, and assumptions about the truth-value of writing shaped the content of official documents, and
how official documents then influenced judges who made sentencing decisions and prison employees who
determined the strategies used to reform (and in some cases, to punish) individual inmates. Of central
importance to this paper is the fact that most of the men and women who were charged with monitoring,
evaluating, and reforming CASA inmates had been trained to work with juvenile detainees during the years
Brazil was under military rule. Although a democratically elected national legislature enacted sweeping,
progressive reforms to juvenile justice laws and practices in the 1990s, more than a decade later the men
and women who worked in CASA continued to operate according to the assumptions and rules they had
learned prior to the nation's transition to formal democracy. This paper seeks to determine the effects of
allowing persons and procedures used to evaluate prisoners during the dictatorship to continue serving in the
same capacity despite attempts, at the level of policy, to completely restructure the administration of juvenile
justice under democratic governance.

11:15 AM
Between Legality and Justice: The Local Police in Tijuana, Mexico

Oscar Fernando Contreras, Iberoamerican University (UIA)

During the last decades there has been an intense debate over the police reform in Mexico. Such reform,
experts state, should focus on the professionalization of police officers so they act in a more lawful way. Due
to the wave of violence Tijuana went through during the last decade, its local police is now a consolidated,
professionalized institution. Federal government grants a periodic subsidy to buy appropriate equipment and
to keep training its troops, the institution reorganized its internal command structure, and a variety of
measures have cleansed the institution from “corrupt elements”. Despite this, police officers in Tijuana still
build their own sense of legality and justice since they have to cope with a very complex reality in which law
enforcement institutions are weak and have been historically intertwined with organized crime cartels, police
officers work under constant stress and little or no job security, and the border nature of the city implies a
constant clash with organized crime for the territorial control of the streets. The nature of the challenges any
police officer encounters in Tijuana reflects the social complexity of an urban landscape where the geopolitical
border coexists with less clear borders. For Tijuana's police officers the boundary between legality and
illegality is overlapped by a perception of justice that is constantly being formulated through everyday
practices and the Statexs discourse of justice and the rule of law is contested and negotiated.
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Salon A-3

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, MOBILITY, AND SOVEREIGNTY
Chair: Gabriella Sanchez, Border Crossing Observatory, Monash University
Organizer: Niklas Hultin, Cambridge University
Discussant: Miguel Diaz-Barriga, University of Texas-Pan American

11:15 AM
Transnational Human Smuggling Networks: A Report From the U.S. Mexico Border

Gabriella Sanchez, Border Crossing Observatory, Monash University

Much has been written about the violence undocumented migrants face during their border crossing journeys
into the U.S. from Mexico. A frequent characterization involves that of human smugglers (the individuals who
facilitate irregular border crossings for a fee) as bloodthirsty, greedy executioners. Despite the ubiquity of
these portrayals, empirical research on human smuggling is scant, and much less is known about the groups
and the individuals who are assumed to be behind migrants' victimization. How are smugglers organized?
What are the roles that violent acts play in smuggling operations? Can risk be reduced or eliminated? Based
on ethnographic work conducted among members human smuggling networks in the U.S. Southwest, the
present work provides insights on the role and the forms of violence present in irregular border crossing
processes. It argues that violence is not an inherent aspect of the migratory journey, given the existence of
verbal contracts that regulate the interactions between migrants and those who facilitate their transits, socio-
cultural understandings of trust and shame, and everyday business practices. It also explores the
characterizations of smugglers as violent and urges to understand violence not merely as an intrinsic element
of the smuggling market, or a consequence of the rumored spread of organized criminal organizations in
Mexico. Instead, the data suggest a correlation between the emergence of specific violent practices against
undocumented migrants in transit and the adoption of state-sponsored measures to control migratory flows.

11:30 AM
Discussant

Miguel Diaz-Barriga, University of Texas-Pan American

11:45 AM
Discussion
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